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 Our Church

This Christmas— help our chaplains be better  
prepared to serve by providing items for  

Emergency Go-Bags 

Police Chaplain Emergency Go-Bag Items Needed  

1. Small half-sheet writing pad 

2. Travel pack tissues  
3. Small first aid kit with band aids etc. 

4. Pair of work or winter gloves 
5. Rain gear/ poncho (clear) 

6. Warm cap or winter headband 

7. Small toys/ animals for children 
8. Thin (emergency) blanket 

9. Flashlight with 4 extra batteries (LEDs last longer not as bright) 
10. Snack bars (non-perishable, high protein) & small water bottles  

 
 

 

Due by 
Monday 

Dec. 12th!! 

Return to Pastor Alexis in the Church Office or drop item off at 11315 W. Watertown Plank Rd. Wauwatosa, WI 53216  

As always, monetary donations are also accepted. Make checks 
payable to Lake Park LC with “chaplain bags” in the memo line. 
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Welcome and good will towards everyone! 
Good cheer and merriment to all!
Welcome to Our Savior of the World! 
December is a special month for all of us because of the memories it evokes. 
Childhood memories of my sister’s first Chatty Cathy doll, crockpots full of a 
neighbor’s special dish, Gimbel’s Christmas display windows and more. The 
glow of colorful lights, the first real snow of the year and the aroma of Mama’s 
capon and dressing.  I remember watching the Christmas parade from my perch 
at the dining counter of Woolworth’s on Wisconsin Avenue with my mother, 
somehow making room for my other brothers and sisters. I remember picking 
up the Christmas basket from Immanuel Lutheran church which helped defray 
the cost of our holiday food bill.  It was filled with a ham, dressing, cranberry 
jelly, apples, oranges, peppermint candies and so much more. I remember 
Christmas Eve services at Immanuel and reciting the Christmas verses which 
we memorized, and in the evening peering East out the frosty second floor 
window of our home on 16th and Meinecke, scanning the sky for the Star 
of Bethlehem.  

Our Christmas memories are built from a collective fabric of people. All the people many of whom who have 
gone to their final reward who guided or contributed to these memories. Many gave selflessly out of love or char-
ity or both. We quickly become adults and become part of this continuous fabric. How will our children remember 
Christmas?  Will they innocently seek out the Star of Bethlehem or relish the memory of a slow cooked home meal?  

We live in an age where too few have so much and so many have so little. At Christmas what can we do?  In the 
here and now what should we do?  My answer to you is just do something, do anything. Give of yourself. Vol-
unteer at a food pantry before and after Christmas. Ring a Salvation Army bell.  Buy someone who doesn’t look 
like you a cup of coffee. Teach your children to look into a stranger’s eyes and say “hi”.  Above all, LOVE. Love 
is stronger than hate, stronger than cynicism, stronger than greed and stronger than fear.  Judge not and truly in 
the words of Mother Teresa “ I see Jesus in every human being. I say to myself, this is hungry Jesus, I must feed 
him. This is sick Jesus. This one has leprosy or gangrene, I must wash him and tend to him.  I serve because I love 
Jesus.”.

As Christians we strive to live as Mother Teresa but often fail. The important thing is that we try not that we fail. 
This Christmas season give thanks and praise, and welcome Jesus into your life.

           Pastor Alexis

Please see 
Page 6 for a 
Calendar of 
December 

Events!



Promises fulfilled–in Advent now we prepare...
God has grafted us into the long line of 
faithful peoples who receive God’s 
promises. Some of those promises have 
been fulfilled in the coming of Jesus—
promises for a Savior, for a new chance 
to redeem the world, for new life. But 
some promises are constantly being 
fulfilled still today. 

We experience the continual fulfilling 
of promises of mercy, forgiveness, and 
grace each day. The trust we have in 
these promises allows us the opportunity 
to prepare ourselves for what God is 
doing today. 

What is God preparing for you this Advent? God is at work, always at work in, with, and around us. 
What do you see; what blessings and opportunities are in store for you? It’s a good thing to reflect on 
in these coming weeks. 

But, we also hear in our Advent readings a question about what we are called to do and who we are 
called to be.  

So, what are you being prepared to do this Advent? Who is God preparing you to be? 

To care for the widow, orphan and outcast? 
To tell the story of God’s transforming love? 
To wrestle with questions of injustice around us? 
To be spiritually disciplined and prayerful?  
To be more forgiving and patient? 
To be sanctuary for those who are oppressed?

God has fulfilled and is fulfilling promises for you and me, not only so that we can be prepared for 
God’s action in our lives, but also so that we can prepare to make space for God’s activity in the world 
through us.

Lord, make us ready. Prepare us.

In Christ,
Pastor Alexis

Attendance
Weekly average attendance through November 15, 2015 - 215
Weekly average attendance through November 13, 2016 - 215

Acts of Ministry
New Members: 
Ben and Abby Jacobs; Kim Smythe; Erin Maas, Corey, and 
Nathaniel Weed; Charlie and Anna Rasmussen; Joanna 
Grosshans and Jason Schmiedin, welcomed on October 30th 
as new members of Lake Park and our faith family.
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December Birthdays
Dec 1 Vincent Lueder
Dec 2 Michael Hauer
Dec 2 Carl Hoeg
Dec 3 Noah Burns
Dec 4 Kristin Harris
Dec 4 Zachary Parry
Dec 4 Avery Elfe
Dec 5 Benji Timm
Dec 5 Brenda Snare
Dec 5 Rick Sperko
Dec 6 Lisa Peterson
Dec 6 Evan Dolgaard
Dec 7 Seth Kiefe
Dec 7 Jason Schmieding
Dec 7 Oscar Hayes
Dec 9 Elliott Kressin
Dec 10 Rachel Adas
Dec 10 Chiara Camera
Dec 12 Betsy Cogdall
Dec 12 Brian SoRelle
Dec 13 Susan Glowinska

Dec 13 Alison Hong
Dec 13 Xochitl Viviano Terando
Dec 14 CJ Snare
Dec 14 Alekse Sorensen
Dec 14 Anton Sorensen
Dec 15 Edward Hartfield
Dec 15 Sam Knox
Dec 15 Colin Mooney
Dec 15 Anna Bernhardt
Dec 15 Vivian Hoffman
Dec 17 Roxanne Link
Dec 17 Leigh Anne Muller
Dec 17 Kristy Elfe
Dec 18 Tony Miller
Dec 19 Thomas Walker
Dec 19 Phoebe Dragseth
Dec 20 Aaron Hess
Dec 20 Greyson Theine
Dec 22 Todd Stone
Dec 22 Nicole Sheldon
Dec 23 Benjamin Hayes

Angel Tree
Lake Park’s Angel Tree will be in the entryway.  
Please place hats, scarves, and mittens on the tree 
and they will go to help kids keep warm at our Part-
ner church, All Peoples.  Place your gifts on the tree 
by Sunday, December 18th.  Thanks!

Dec 23 Benjamin Hayes
Dec 24 Mark Hackbarth
Dec 24 Kurt Landers
Dec 24 Andrew Vedder
Dec 26 Brent Peterson
Dec 27 Margaret Knox
Dec 28 Mayumi Ishii Roos
Dec 28 Olivia Satterlee
Dec 29 Annika  Sorensen
Dec 29 Logan Zeise

Mochilas (Backpacks) for Llano El Coyol
December Noisy Offerings!

This year our young people are again fundraising for school 
backpacks for Llano’s kids! The last three years we’ve 
sent $1000 in January for backpacks, so look for our 
noisy offerings in December! Contact Cheryl or Kendra 
with questions. ¡Gracias!



Cookies and Cards
After the 10:00 AM worship service on November 
20, members of the congregation baked and packaged 
homemade cookies for our partner organization Just 
One More Ministries (JOM) to distribute as part of 
their meals for needy families.

The JOM mission is to “rescue” food from restaurants 
and caterers that would otherwise have to be thrown 
away, and repackage that food for distribution to those 
who are hungry in our community.

The cookies we made and packaged provided a 
special treat to go along with the family meals that 
JOM assembles and distributes. In addition, children 
from the congregation created beautiful cards to go 
along with the cookies.

A big thank-you to everyone who brought cookies and 
cookie dough, and helped with the baking, packaging 
and making cards!

Christmas Eve Proclamation
This year we are asking children and families of all ages to participate 
in proclaiming the humble gift of the precious baby, Lord, Jesus Christ. 
We hope that this proclamation expresses the experience we seek to 
create with the children and share with the congregation.

This Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th, at the 4:30 service, the 
children of Lake Park will proclaim the Good News of the Christmas 
story that begins the fulfillment of the Gospel promise of our God. 
Through song and dance, music and prayer, bible readings and story-
telling, the children will create a meaningful way to experience God’s 
presence in our lives. All children (3 years old through 8th grade) and 
their families are encouraged to participate in this Proclamation!

There are participation forms printed at church and linked on our 
website. Please fill out the form online or return paper forms to Adam 
Moreno by Sunday, November 20th. High school youth and adults are 
needed for a variety of opportunities, as well. See the participation 
form for specific needs.

Dates and Times to Set Aside
Children will prepare the Christmas Eve Proclamation on Sunday 
mornings (December 4th, 11th, and 18th from 9am-9:50am) and on 
Saturday mornings (December 10th and 17th from 10am-12pm).

We are looking forward to the preparation for and proclamation of 
God’s incarnate love for us!
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Luther Manor Love Lights Update

This is just a reminder that the Lighting Ceremony 
for the Tree of Lights fundraiser will be December 
8 beginning at 4:30PM.  It is a lovely late afternoon 
event that includes a short service, both inside in the 
Welcome Center, and outside next to the huge lighted 
tree on 92nd street in front of Luther Manor.  

Following the service and lighting of the tree, partici-
pants can share Christmas cookies and coffee  hosted 
by the Friends group.  It is a special time to honor and 
remember friends and loved ones, knowing you are 
also helping Luther Manor residents.  

Contributions this year will support a number of proj-
ects that include providing transportation to various 
events for the residents,  I-Pods to store information 
from the Memory Care Program, and new adaptive 
chairs that can substitute for wheelchairs.  I will let 
you know the totals collected in the January Our 
Church.  Thanks again for supporting Luther Manor.
            Linda Galaas

The gift of flowers
   When I bring flowers into the room, Andrew takes notice. His gaze locks onto 
the bright colors and he follows them with his eyes. He sits up a little straighter 
in his wheelchair and he rubs his hands together, his way to express enjoyment. 
He allows me to put a flower in his hand and bring it to his nose to smell. In 
the fact that he loves nature, Andrew is like many of us, but due to some severe 
impairments since birth, he is unable to independently go out and explore the 
natural world as many of us take for granted.
   Andrew’s experience of seeing flowers at the Milwaukee Center for Inde-
pendence where he attends day program and where I run horticulture therapy 
activities, is in part thanks to many of you who have sponsored flowers in 2016. 
Seth and Jen have offered me many unclaimed arrangements to take and share 
with my clients at MCFI. Dozens of my clients have benefitted from being able 
to work with these flowers. They create new bouquets to add to the lunchroom 
tables or to help a staff member celebrate a birthday. In the process, they work 
on physical and cognitive goals, for example, reaching, grasping, or accurately 
following multi-step directions. But the flowers are so motivating, and the activ-
ity so enjoyable, they aren’t necessarily thinking about that.  I can see, though, 
not only the smiles on their faces, but the positive personal progress that they are 
making.  
   The flowers that you bought to grace our sanctuary have made a difference in 
the lives of many this year.  Thank you!             Susan Winans    
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PEACE, JUSTICE & RECONCILIATION



The Peace of Christ be with you and yours in this Advent and Christmas season!  

I would like to personally thank everyone for their contributions of time, talents and commitment to our mis-
sion during the 2017 Stewardship Appeal. Our congregation’s very existence is only possible through your 
generosity - past, present and future. If you haven’t yet turned in your pledge card, please do so as soon as 
possible.  Find me, another member of the Congregation Council or a staff member; we’d be happy to put your 
gifts to work! Please also remember to consider Lake Park Lutheran Church in your long-term and estate plan-
ning.  Also, there remain plenty of opportunities for service work within the life of the congregation. If you are 
seeking to help, look no further than our Volunteer Coordinator Seth Kiefer, he’ll be glad to engage you in such 
work.   

Through the all-church dialogues facilitated by the Frank Zeidler Center for Public Discussion, the Council has 
identified three areas of focus: Christian Education Curriculum, Pastoral Staffing, and Social Justice Ministries.    
We continue working to ensure that we are good stewards of the riches with which God has blessed our congre-
gation. 

Please join us for the Annual Meeting after church on Sunday January 
29th, 2017 where we will present our proposed 2017 budget for your 
approval and will also present nominations and hold elections for new 
council members to serve in place of those members who have completed 
their terms.  I strongly recommend that members prayerfully discern their 
willingness to serve on the Congregation Council, it is important and 
meaningful service. 

As my term ends as a Congregation Council Member I wish to thank you 
for allowing me the honor and privilege to be of service over the past six 
years.Wishing you all peace and blessings in the New Year!  

Only by grace,
Bill Hutchinson
Congregation Council President
___________________________________________________________

Lovefeast!
This Advent season we will 
again enjoy the popular Lovefeast 
Midweek Meal & Worship.

A Lovefeast is a service dedicated to Christian love and is most famously 
practiced by the Moravians. It is also practiced by groups descending 
from the Schwarzenau Brethren. A Lovefeast focuses on strengthening 
the bonds and the spirit of harmony, goodwill, and congeniality, as well 
as forgiving past disputes and loving one another instead. 

Join us for the first one on Wednesday November 30th!
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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM

Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM

Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Mid-week Prayer Service
Wednesdays 6:30PM

Saturday Meditations 10:45AM

Church Council
Bill Hutchinson, President

Nikki Jaynes, Vice President
Robert Roos, Secretary

Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Linda Gaalaas, Ann Ledbetter

Dave Schneider, Brenda McCormack
Colin Atkinson, Melanie Helmke

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor

Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern

Jennifer Jacobson, Office Coordinator
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator

Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator
Jeff Bray, Choir Director
Laurie Rappa, Organist

Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton

Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke

Council CornerBe the church!  Get involved

Christmas Plants
Lake Park is a festive and beautiful place in many ways, and we enjoy decorating it with flowers and a tree for 
our Advent and Christmas celebrations. Please fill out the form that you will find in the Sunday bulletin and 
return it with your contribution to the church office, or place it in the offering plate. We would appreciate that it 
be labeled ‘Christmas Plant / Tree.’  Cost: $15. Deadline is December 18th.  Thank you!

Christmas Worship
Saturday, December 24th and Sunday, December 25th we celebrate the presence of Jesus, the Light of the 
World.  He is the Light that nothing can overcome. 

Christmas Eve:  4:30pm Christmas Eve Proclamation
      10:30pm Vocal Choir and Bell Choir Concert
      11pm Candlelight Service
Christmas Day:  10am Festival Worship

Tree Decorating
Sunday - December 16th: Join us after the 10am worship to decorate the big 20 foot tree in the sanctuary.
Sunday, December 18th – Caroling:  Join us after church for a jaunt into the neighborhood for Christmas 
caroling.  We’ll venture down to Eastcastle Place, visit Lake Park homebound members, and end up at the 
Hanson house for a grand party. Come and share the holiday cheer!

Christmas Open House
Friday, December 16th: Everyone is welcome at Pastor David’s house from 5-8pm.  We will have lots of good 
food, including Pastor David’s Glog!


