
	  

“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice, 
and serve others in our diverse parish.”
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 Our Church

Summer Trips

In addition to Lutherdale and Vacation Bible 
Camp, Lake Park kids will be partaking 
in two additional summer trips.  First, the 
middle school kids (2017-2018 confirma-
tion class) will be journeying to northwestern 
Wisconsin for a trip of camping, faith forma-
tion, and bonding.  We’ll venture to Bayfield, 

learn about the Ojibwa tribe, and pick some 
fresh berries for pie!  But most importantly, 
we’ll bond in friendship and community as 
we learn to take all the facts we are learning 
about Christianity and turn them into loving 
practice.  There is nothing like a campfire and 

good conversation to teach our kids about 
true friendship and caring.

500 Trees for Luther Garden 

On August 2nd 2017 Pastor David will plant a 
tree in the Luther Garden in Wittenberg Ger-
many in honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  The planting will be a big event 
with leaders from the Lutheran Church around 
the world present.  500 trees are being planted 
there from around the world, but one thing 
will make this tree different.  We will plant it 
in solidarity with the Roman Catholic Church.  
As a unique twist on the Reformation Festivi-
ties, Milwaukee Lutherans and Catholics are 
planting a tree together.  Pastor David will be 
traveling to Wittenberg as part of the Inter-
national Luther Congress where his wife, Dr. 
Jennifer Hockenbery Dragseth, will be giving 
a lecture.  

In August for our annual Summer Nights 
beginning August 13th Pastor David will lead 
a three part series on the Reformation with 
pictures of the Luther Garden and discussion 
of the topic 500 Years of Reformation. What 
will be the Reform of the next 500 years?



	   	  

Saints of Lake Park,

Despite the whiplash we’ve experienced 
in our weather lately, summer is upon us.  
Ahhhh…the sweet relief of summer! Warmer, 
kinder weather. Sunshine. Relaxation. 
Vacations. 

And while your work schedules might 
lighten up, and you might schedule a 
couple more outings with friends to 
Brewers games, and you might make 
extra time to pull out your grill and enjoy 
supper outside, and you might get a 
couple more holes in at the golf course, 
and you might take a few extra days off to spend time with your family—while life slows down a bit during 
the summer— our life here at Lake Park won’t stop! No, we aren’t taking the summer off. We might slow a bit 
and some regularly scheduled church programs may pause for the summer, but we won’t be taking a holiday 
from the important mission and ministry that are the lifeblood of this place. 

No—This summer the Council is working hard to discern the will of the congregation regarding new staffing 
scenarios, and will take action to move a plan forward in the coming months. 

The Ethnic Diversity Task Force is working hard to strategize how to intentionally create a more multi-ethnic 
congregation and will be visiting other churches in the area to learn from them. 

Dozens of kids and adult volunteers are preparing for a fun Vacation Bible Camp this month. The middle 
school and high school youth will both be taking important relationship-building, faith-forming mission trips. 

The Brown Bag Bible study will still meet every Thursday and AA will also continue to meet. 

The hospitality team will be hard at work planning the Picnic in the Park worship and our Block Party. 

We will still have volunteer opportunities with Kids Working to Succeed at All Peoples and with Alice’s Gar-
den for community work days. 

We will hold space for couples to begin their lives together as we host weddings, and we will welcome new 
children into God’s family as we continue to baptize. 

The staff will be hard at work planning for the fall. And every week this summer we will still gather to hear 
God’s Word, break bread together around the altar, sing, pray, and share in fellowship with one another as we 
join in worship each Sunday. 

So, please—enjoy the gift that is summer! Relax and play and slow down. 

But don’t take a break from Lake Park, because all through the summer we continue to live out our mission to 
proclaim the gospel, advocate for justice, and serve one another. 

Ready to summer with you,
Pastor Alexis

From Pastor Alexis Attendance
Weekly average attendance through May 2016 - 249
Weekly average attendance through May 2017 - 254

Acts of Ministry
Baptisms: 
Wyatt Olson and Toren Jereska

Affirmation of Baptism: 
Ethan Beyreis-Heim, Jonathon Heinemann, Massara 
Hunsicker, Jacob Markiewicz, Margaret Rappa
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June Birthdays
1 Gerry Gabor
3 Bobbi Zeise 
4 Judy Spencer 
5 Kristy Afdahl
6 Will Olson
6 Kyle Shephard 
7 Laura Kuntz
7 Courtney Nelson 
7 Bruce South
8 Pat Hutchinson 
10 Barbara Ulichny
11 Adam King 
12 Dennis Lowder 
12 Maggie Rappa
13 Pamela Brown Stace 

14 Laura Bray
15 Nathan  Frohne 
16 Kirsten  Roush
18 Scott Drewianka 
18 Ava Hayes
18 Loren Peterson 
19 Brenda Lee Holmes
19 Isaiah Mueller 
20 Aaron Harder
21 Sara Lasek
22 Chris Hanson 
23 Cheryl Kingma-Kiekhofer 
23 Matthew Siahaan 
23 Lynda South
23 Pam Swanson 

23 Nikki Winchell 
24 Suanne Weckesser 
24 Gina Wheeler 
26 Jenny Gubbin 
28 Kristin Daniel
30 Michael Landers

High School Trip to
Portland Oregon
Go West, Young People!  

Yes, we’ll have a wild time of high school 
playfulness and bonding, but we’ll also learn 
about the great things the Lutheran Church 
is doing in Portand.  Portland is the center 
of environmental justice and great ministries 
working with the homeless, city planning, 
and urban food.  Our youth will stay at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church and learn about city 
ministries that Pastoral Intern Adam worked 
in last summer.  We have a great group of 17 
going this year.  Can you say logistics?!

Thanks for all of your care and support.  
Make sure you make it to church for Picnic 
in the Park, July 9th to see our youth off.  
Come to church Sunday, July 16th to hear 
the stories of the trip and listen to the high 
school kids give the sermon.



	  

First off I want to say thank you to everyone who gave feed back during this time on the new staff position the 
council is working on.  Being on council is exciting right now, the council is very well represented by the con-
gregation.  There are many different view points and opinions that make for both exciting and difficult discus-
sions.  

Just so you know all of the staff reports submitted to council as well as our minutes are public and can be ac-
cessed by any member of Lake Park. I encourage you to take a look, we’ve been doing some great work and we 
make a lot of progress every meeting.  It is amazing all of the things we accomplish as a community and you 
can feel the love.  This new position will open new doors for us and help our ministries that are already in place.  
It is such an exciting time! 

I am also very happy to tell you that while I am writing this we have 
over fifteen high school youth members committed to our big summer 

trip to Portland, Oregon.  That is a HUGE group! Trips like this need 
congregation support and I’m not just talking money, although that is 
very needed and appreciated... Consider taking some time to talk to us 
leaders, or members of the youth group.  

There are ways to get involved, we love having presentations or talks 
together with a guest speaker.  If you feel like you have something valu-
able to contribute that way, it is very needed.  For example Teri Lowder 
taught the group how to make a organic breakfast that everyone loved 
one morning before church in the basement.

High school life is crazy these days and sometimes our meetings have 
low attendance, but the amount of interest in our retreats speaks to the 
health of this group.  

We care for each other and when events are well planned and given 
enough notice participation is high.  

We minister to each other in person, through phone calls, texts and a 
group message on Instagram so we stay connected in all the craziness of 
life.  

It’s a privileged to be able to represent you on council and minister to 
our youth.  

Thank you,
Nikki Jaynes
Nikki Jaynes
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Council CornerBe the church!  Get involved

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM

Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com

Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM

Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Mid-week Prayer Service
Wednesdays 6:30PM

Saturday Meditations 10:45AM

Church Council
Bill Hutchinson, President

Nikki Jaynes, Vice President
Robert Roos, Secretary

Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Linda Gaalaas, Ann Ledbetter

Dave Schneider, Brenda McCormack
Colin Atkinson, Melanie Helmke

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor

Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern

Jennifer Jacobson, Office Coordinator

Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator

Laurie Rappa, Organist
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator

Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke

Picnic in the Park 
Sunday, July 9th 

Join us for our annual picnic in the park. We will 
have one service at 10 a.m. in Lake Park at picnic 
area 6 followed by lunch and games for the kids.

We’ll have brats, burgers and veggie burgers, chips, 
water and lemonade and you could bring either a 
side dish, desert or beer/wine.

It will be a great time to relax and spend some time 
with your Lake Park family in the midst of a busy 
summer.

Kitchen Organizers Needed
Help cure our clutter-blindess

Join the Hospitality Committee on Wednesday, June 
28th at 6:30 p.m. as we ransack the kitchen, forage 
for hidden gems, cast out junk, organize essentials 
and label, label, label.  Contact Jane if you have 
questions at 414-405-6431.

Summer Music Jamboree!

Do you play an instrument, sing, or both?  Come, 
have fun and share your gifts with the Lake Park 
community this summer!  The choir and handbells 
are taking the summer off which means more op-
portunities for you.  Play along on hymns, provide 
special music or contribute a prelude or postlude.  
Talk to Charlotte, Chris or Laurie or click here to 
sign up.

Here is the link in case you need it: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12yRu6Ue
FPNpNbEYgxWVCzx6Tnnj6u1pAtBktc1YXZsk/
edit?usp=sharing

Thank You Musicians!

Thank you to all the musicians who have played, 
sung, conducted or accompanied worship at Lake 
Park!  To say thank you before everyone heads off 
on vacation for the summer, Chris, Charlotte, Seth 
and Laurie are throwing a musician appreciate party 
to all of you. See you on June 17!

Here are the details:

When:  June 17 starting at 4:00 pm.  Dinner will be 
around 5:30 pm
Where: Laurie’s House--316 Riverview Drive, 
Thiensville
Who:  All musicians (or future musicians) and their 
families

We’ll provide the main dish and beverages.  Bring 
an appetizer, side dish or dessert to share. RSVP to 
Laurie Rappa at laurie.rappa@gmail.com.

Lake Park members after enjoying a Mothers Day Brunch



	   	  

Christian Education
ATTENTION ALL...
Teachers, and those interested in teaching, and those 
gifted in teaching, and those interested but not nec-
essarily gifted, and those gifted but not necessarily 
interested…

Let’s try this again...ATTENTION EVERYONE!

As we continue to build and strengthen our faith de-
velopment ministries, we are looking to welcome ad-
ditional leaders to our Christian Education programs 
in the fall of 2017. We would love to train a few 
more storytellers and door persons in our Godly Play 
curriculum serving our littlest disciples. We are look-
ing to expand our leadership with our preteen, middle 
school, and high school faith development experi-
ences. We also want to extend an invitation to those 
interested in leading bible studies or educational 
forums for other adults with our Adult Education program. There are wonderful and needed op-
portunities at every age level! You need not be an expert...Lake Park has gifted leaders who are 
ready to train and support you as you accept God’s call to become a faith development leader. 

Some of you are going to read this request and immediately know that this is something you are 
being called to do...GREAT, contact me! Others are going to question whether or not this op-
portunity is your best way get involved in the life of the congregation...to you I say, let’s chat 
about it! Still others are going to think that this opportunity is simply not for you...to you I say, 
OK. The truth is, teaching and mentoring are not for everyone. However, most people would be 
surprised by how God can use them to help guide others in their spiritual journeys. The biggest 
thing I hear from leaders, teachers, and mentors that I have worked with is how meaningful the 
experience is and how much their faith has grown from their teaching experience. 

I ask that you consider exploring this opportunity more fully. Reach out to me and let’s discern 
God’s call together. Reach out to a current teacher and ask about their experience. Reach out in 
prayer to God and see what is placed on your heart. Summer is a perfect time to consider join-
ing the Christian Education program in the fall. I am available to chat...so please send an email 
with your interest, your questions, and your availability to meet! Thank you in advance for your 
prayerful consideration of this needed and worthwhile opportunity!

God’s blessings to you in the summer months ahead!
Adam Moreno

Page 4 Page 5

Ethnic Diversity Task Force
Over the last few months, the congregation was invited to attend five sessions on race and privilege led by Pas-
tor Alexis, Jackie Robinson-Hunsicker, and Amy Parry. This adult education series arose from the our desire to 
explore racism and white privilege in both Milwaukee and our circles of influence, including Lake Park Lu-
theran Church. In March, we presented key themes from the racism and privilege discussions and requested that 
our Church Council commission an Ethnic Diversity Task Force at Lake Park. The Task Force began meeting in 
May and determined initial steps in promoting more diversity at Lake Park.

One of the first things we decided we needed to do was some topical research in the form of visits to other 

churches that have excelled at creating equitable space and diversifying their congregation. Our group plans to 
take these “field trips” to worship at various congregations (ELCA, LCMS, Catholic, non-denominational, etc) 

throughout the summer. We can learn from the best practices of churches all around us. What does it look like, 
sound like, feel like to be in an intentionally diverse, multi-ethnic, welcoming congregation? In pairs or small 
groups, the Task Force will visit approximately a dozen different churches, potentially talking with congrega-
tional leaders about what it means to be ethnically diverse for them and how they came to be so. Please keep the 
Task Force members in your prayers as they journey on these visits this summer.

In addition to congregation visits this summer, Task Force members are attending workshops and lectures in the 
Milwaukee area on racism and white privilege. In early May, several members of Lake Park attended one such 
workshop, an Ex Fabula event entitled “Talking to Kids About Race” at Plymouth United Church of Christ. 

Three storytellers shared their experiences in learning about race as children and teaching children in their lives 
about race.  Small groups were created for conversation about our individual experiences. Dr. Erin Winkler from 
the Department of Africology at UWM presented valuable information on children’s stages of development and 
the associated external and internal factors through which they learn the construct of race. Dr. Winkler provided 
resources and tips for talking to kids about race, racism, and racial inequality. Lastly, representatives from local 
organizations working to dismantle racism in Milwaukee were available, including YWCA and SURJ (Showing 
Up For Racial Justice) Milwaukee.

We look forward to growing and learning together, and sharing deeper dialogue with the Lake Park commu-
nity. If you have questions about our work, or have resources you’d like to share with us, please contact Pastor 
Alexis, Jackie Robinson-Hunsicker, or Amy Parry. 
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in the Park, July 9th to see our youth off.  
Come to church Sunday, July 16th to hear 
the stories of the trip and listen to the high 
school kids give the sermon.
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Vacation Bible Camp  “You were given two hands. One to help yourself, the second to help others.”

Join us June 19th-23rd for a week of Vacation Bible Camp with St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and All People’s 
Lutheran Church. We will have Bible stories, team building games, fun at the beach and a scavenger hunt.  
Most importantly, we are going to help...shhh, don’t tell the kids! We will learn how to help ourselves, friends, 
neighbors, strangers, humanity and the Earth. One of the days we will be traveling to the Next Door Foundation 
which works to strengthen Milwaukee’s central city education and help them out by washing their fleet of buses! 

From there we will travel to Alice’s Garden to explore the beauty (and probably play some more!). We plan to 
make drums and be led in a fun, experimental drum circle. We will create pictures and clay trinkets that will be 
donated to the United Way to be put on trays delivered by Meals on Wheels. We also plan to explore and learn at 
the Jewish museum and travel to St. Ben’s friary to help put together hygiene bags for those experiencing hous-
ing insecurity. Interspersed throughout our service will be crafting, story telling, making homemade ice cream 
with our hands, and did I mention playing games?! Please consider registering your child (ages 6-12) for this 
great week. Also, please consider joining us for a day, even if you don’t have kids. I truly believe this will be a 
worthwhile experience for everyone full of diversity, love and summer fun! To learn more about the organiza-
tions we will be serving, see these websites:

Next Door Foundation: https://www.nextdoormke.org
Alice’s Garden: http://www.alicesgardenmke.com
United Way: https://www.unitedwaygmwc.org
Jewish Museum: http://jewishmuseummilwaukee.org
St Ben’s: http://www.capuchincommunityservices.org


