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 Our Church
Trips and Camps
Vacation Bible Camp “VBC”:  
Last year was the first time we offered this program 
and it was a hit. We had fun, visited various places in 
our neighborhood, from the Islamic Society Mosque at 
UWM, to East Castle and Alice’s Garden all with other 
kids from our neighbor, St. Mark’s Episcopal. This year 
will be another great experience. We’ve added another 
day and are inviting our friends from All Peoples to join 
us as well. The program runs from 9am-Noon. You can 
signup online now! There is a link on our webpage. 

Confirmation Camping Trip:  
A weekend of camping in Wisconsin filled with fun, fellowship and faith.  More details coming soon, but 
save the dates!

High School Trip:  
We are in the process of finalizing the details, but we hope to journey to 
Portland, Oregon, to see the great city and the fantastic ministry going on 
out there.  There are some thriving ministries there, such as working with 
interfaith initiatives, ministry with the homeless, and eco-justice projects.  
More details to come soon, but save the dates!

Lutherdale:  
We have two weeks at the end of July and the beginning of August. This 
year our partners from All Peoples will be there the week of July 31st. It’s 
always a fun experience and if these dates don’t work for you it’s okay, 
you can sign up for any time in the summer.  The dates listed are the ones 
that Lake Park staff will visit Lutherdale as well.

Family Camping:  
We got rained out last year so we’re pretty much guaranteed great weather 
for this year!  It’s a great opportunity to spend a weekend camping with 
your friends from church and you don’t have to have little kids to join in 
the fun.

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree. “ Martin Luther

June 19-23 
Vacation Bible Camp

June 25-28 
Confirmation Camping 

Trip

July 9-15 
High School Trip

Week of July 24th and 
Week of July 31st 

Lutherdale

August 11-13 
Family Camping



	  

When was a time that you have been 
deeply moved by the Word? 

This happened to me last week. I felt 
my heart reach out to my fingertips. 

Last Tuesday, I was invited to share a 
Godly Play lesson to a new group of 

children at Hephatha Church, which is 
on the corner 17th and Locust. 

The people I met at Hephatha are so 
much like us Lake Parkers: radically 
welcoming and eager to build rela-
tionships. I found two dozen kids and 
adults there ready to hear the lesson. 

For a Godly Play lesson, we always start by forming a circle to help “hold” the story. At Hephatha, 

we all sat down on the carpet before the altar and tried to make a circle as best as possible. I present-
ed the “Faces of Easter” lessons. These seven lessons touched on key points of the life of Jesus: his 

birth, being lost and found in the temple; his time in the wilderness; what is work was; his return to 

Jerusalem; and ultimately his death and resurrection. It probably took me 30 minutes to tell all seven 

lessons of this story from start to finish. 

The sanctuary was surprisingly quiet as my Hepatha friends held the space for the story. In that mo-
ment, I felt like it wasn’t just me telling the story ¬– we were all together and the Word was with us. 

It is these types of moments where I find such joy and faith in my connection to our church. When 

I first memorized these lessons, I did so with our Lake Park Lutheran children in mind. I had no 

foresight that this would become a gift that I would later share with other children in our city. And, I 

didn’t expect to be so profoundly moved by the story myself.

I wonder if other people in Lake Park – you – have 

found similar inspiration through your work in the 

church?  Were there activities that might have first 

seemed to be just a simple act of volunteering, but 

turned into something so much more? A real connection 

with another person? A swelling of your heart that you 

feel in your fingertips?

It is encounters and mysteries like this that feed my soul. 

With gratitude,

Matt Schumwinger

The Faces of Easter at Hephatha Church Attendance
Weekly average through April, 2016 - 262
Weekly average through April, 2017 - 253

Acts of Ministry
Baptisms: 

April 2: Madelyn Mae Brown, daughter of Charles 
and Kelly Brown Jr.
April 15: Maren Henri Hoeg, daughter of Carl Hoeg 
and Chelsea Holtz
April 16: Leo Donald Jarosch, son of Jason and 
Callie Jarosch
April 30: Eloise Olivia Atkinson, daughter of Colin 
and Katherine
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May Birthdays
1 Linda Wissbeck
1 Ron Zeilinger
2 Melanie Helmke
2 Patrick G. Mc Cormack
2 Anna Rasmussen
3 Alicia Mohn
4 Stacey Bast
4 Suzanne Monda
4 Jim Visoky
5 Michael Cook
5 Laverne Lund
5 Stefani Niedermeier
7 John Keenan
7 Benjamin Rondini
8 Colin Hagensick 
8 Jackie Robinson-Hunsicker 
9 Susan Lindberg 

9   Miriam Odden 
10 Alexander Hayes 
10 Belinda Johnson 
10 Peter Lor 
10 Kevin Nitz 
14 Wendy Bagatta 
16 Casey Miller 
17 Nina Deering 
17 Dennis Elverman 
17 Linda Gaalaas 
17 Nate Kressin 
17 Jessica Pontious 
17 Lianne Rachow 
18 Tara Seleen 
20 Caitlin Connolly 
21 Wendy Bath 
21 Maureen Connolly 

22 Rosanne Kranitz 
24 Brian Link 
24 Judith Mc Cormick 
25 Lauren Godbout 
26 Lynn Connolly 
26 Cassie Sneed 
26 Jeri Vatne 
27 Paul Hauer 
27 Jane Nelson 
27 Justin Oleszak 

Easter Reflection  
By Grant Doty

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Je-
sus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabach-
thani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”). In this moment Jesus experienced 
the agonizing emptiness that is separation from God, 
and by his sacrifice we will never have to. For us the 
question has changed; it is no longer “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 

In my life, I have asked many questions of God. For 
instance, as I was struggling with my faith, even as 
I was doubting the very character and goodness of 
God, the question was, “My God, my God, why are 
you seeking me?” When, at the age of 23, my struggle 
with anxiety forced me to move back in with my 
parents, broken and needy, the question became “My 
God, my God, why do you still believe in me?” And 
when I felt God calling me to serve the students in the 
Milwaukee Public School system, and was accepted 
into the City Year program to do so despite having 
nearly no background in education, it changed to “My 
God, my God, why have you chosen me?”

How beautiful that we serve a God who turns death 
into life, changes suffering into joy, and uses my 
weakness as a display of God’s strength.
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Be the church!  Get involved
River Cleanup April 22, 2017

On April 22 eleven Lake Park members including their children helped 
pick up trash along the river in Kern Park. Some even brought along 
friends. Riverkeeper, a local water advocacy group, sponsored the an-
nual river cleanup event.  Our group collected over 12 bags of trash.  A 
few participants sent reflections on the experience.  

Dorothy Kulke: “It was a beautiful day to help and feel like we were 
working towards a larger goal.  The kids loved walking through the 
woods and squishing in the mud.”  

Dorothy’s son Oscar: “I liked finding a shoe and watching guys pull-
ing part of a car out of the river.”  

Claire Vedder: “It was important to me to do this because if I were an 
animal, I wouldn’t want all of this trash to be in my home.” 

Andy Vedder: “It was a beau-
tiful day to be in the park. I 
was impressed by the number 
of volunteers who came out to 
help clean up the river.”

Lisa Vedder: “Claire told me that ocean animals are dying after ingest-
ing small bits of plastic.  It reminded me that the incredible amount of 
plastic bags and packaging that we were were picking up along our 
own waterway really is a serious issue—and made me consider ways I 
could cut down on my consumption of non-recyclable packaging.”

Kaitlan Devine: “Abby and I collected three very full bags in total. 
This was Abby’s fist time participating and she really enjoyed it as 
well–it was a beautiful day! How great it was to see a large turn-out 
for this event. There was certainly a sizable crew at Kern Park, but 
it was also encouraging that while cleaning our side of the river, I 
looked across and saw plenty of other volunteers cleaning up on the 
opposite side of the river and clearly enjoying themselves. I think that’s 
one of the coolest things about this event - it’s not only an opportunity 
for our community to unite to positively impact the environment, but 
it also gives us a chance to enjoy and appreciate a beautiful area of 
Milwaukee that we may not be visiting on a regular basis.” 

The mission of Riverkeeper is “to protect, improve and advocate for water quality, riparian wildlife habitat, 
and sound land management in the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic River Watersheds.”  This is the 
second year Lake Park has participated in their cleanup event.

Council Corner  
By Ann Ledbetter
Happy spring! 

I write to you as we begin a very exciting time in our church’s life. We have budgeted for, and are preparing to 
hire additional staff. This is something we at council have put a lot of thought into. I am on a committee with 
Matt Schumwinger, Unchu Ko and Jason Parry, and our main goal is to roll out staffing scenarios. Our two main 
questions are: 1. What new staff position would best fill our church’s current needs? And, 2. Given our current 
budget, how can we create a staff position that meets our church’s growing need and is financially sustainable 
in the long term? 

The feedback from our Zeidler conversations gave us a lot of guidance as to answering the first question. We 
know that many congregants feel the need for improved youth ministry, adult education, ministry toward wom-
en, and more attention to social justice issues. The second question is harder to answer.
With gratitude to our forbearers, we need to acknowledge that their 
prudent planning has put us in a place of relative financial stability. The 
Foundation managed to carry our church through a very difficult time 
financially, and because of their investment in church leadership, we are 
robust church with increasing membership. However, we don’t want to 
take the Foundation for granted. We’d like to save for future generations 
while not sacrificing our present.

Currently, our 2017 and 2018 budgets account for a new part-time staff 
position, which could be a pastor or a lay leader. Thanks to many gener-
ous donors, past and present, we can afford this. However, in our com-
mittee’s explorations, we have learned that our church’s “ideal” scenario 
for staffing, given our rapid growth and our goal to continue that pace of 
growth, may require more resources than we currently have.

In the months ahead, we hope to present our staffing scenarios to you 
and receive your input. We have scenarios that are well within budget, 
but where staffing may be less than ideal. We also have “aspirational” 
scenarios that assume a 15% increase in giving by the congregation. 
While we are far from stewardship campaign time of year, we hope you 
will be able to reflect on your giving during these conversations. Our 
research has shown that our congregation has $899.79 annual giving per 
confirmed member. A 15% increase to that number would allow us to 
easily meet our staffing goals.

Lake Park’s growth has been incredible over the last 7 years. Our active 
membership has increased from 290 in 2009 to 661 in 2016. We should 
be proud of this growth, as it speaks to our strong community, our beau-
tiful worship space, and our dedication to seeking God’s truth hand in 
hand with other committed believers. In upcoming months, we hope to 
hear more from you about where you’d like to see our church headed. 
God bless!

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM

Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM

Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Mid-week Prayer Service
Wednesdays 6:30PM

Saturday Meditations 10:45AM

Church Council
Rob Roos, President

Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary

Mary Jo Heim- Treasurer
Brenda McCormack, Colin Atkinson, 

Ann Ledbetter, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes, 
Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor

Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern

Jennifer Jacobson, Office Coordinator
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator

Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist

Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton

Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke
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A Theology of Spring
Does spring have a theology of it’s own?  
It must.  Somewhere in the midst of 
hyacinths blooming and allergy pollens 
swirling spring must have a theology.  
Somewhere along the lake, as the ice 
reluctantly relinquishes its ridged hold, and 
the waters begin to dance with the promise 
of summer dips, somewhere, here, spring’s 
theology must be born. 

You’ve heard it said that spring’s theology 
is Easter – that grass greening is the same 
as Christ resurrecting.  That is not true.  
Christ resurrecting is grander, bigger, than 
dandelions attacking your lawn.  Christ’s 
resurrection is not limited to spring.  
It happens in the blowing winds of fall. 
It happens in the silent still of winter.

No, Easter stands on it’s own.  A theology 
of spring points to Easter, but it is not Easter.  Spring is different.  Spring is a theology of cy-
cles, an awareness of the rhythms of life.  Where Easter resurrects once, for all, spring plays the 
circle of birth, death, rebirth.  Where Easter marks the call of unconditional love, everlasting, 
spring plays the dating game of romantic love . . . its roller coaster of joy and sorrow.  

Where Easter talks of life everlasting, spring plays with life like a cat playing with a mouse-toy 
batting it back and forth between 70-degree days and frost on your tulips.  Easter is joy, com-
plete.  Spring is joy and sorrow swirled together.

Easter we can hang our hats on . . . spring we cannot. 

But that is o.k.  That is o.k.  Because with our hats hung securely on Easter we can open 
the door to spring and run outside and play, simply play, knowing that at the heart of this 
schizophrenic season pounds Easter, our foundation, and any up or down, sun or rain, crisp 
white shirt or muddy shoes, even life or death, is not scary, not scary, but held in Christ’s 
resurrection, is beautiful.  And a theology of spring, for all of its back and forth, is just that . . . 
beauty. 

Enjoy it.
Pastor David

The Rite of Confirmation
On Sunday May 21st, Lake Park Church has the wonderful opportu-
nity to support and celebrate our 8th grade youth in the confirmation 
of their baptism. 

However, this is not just a confirmation of the faith in which they 
were baptized. It is a confirmation of the faith in which they have 
been raised, supported, taught, and developed. 

Both their family and their faith community have played 
an important role in the faith development of these young Lutheran 
believers. 

At each of their baptisms, family and friends and the entire faith 
community promised to walk with these children, now young adults 
in their faith journey, until they felt ready to confirm this faith for 
themselves. These youth, having explored the foundations of our faith 
written in Luther’s Small Catechism, have prepared to 
confirm their faith before their family and friends and this entire faith 
community. 

Exploring, growing, and developing our faith is a lifelong journey. Confirmation Sunday is not an end to their 
learning, but rather an important milestone as they take greater ownership of their faith journey. 

We want to thank everyone for their involvement in the lives of our youth, ask for your continued support and 
encouragement as they mature, and pray for each of these incredible children of God...that they may always 
know God’s love and grace in their lives! Amen!

2017 Confirmation Youth
Ethan Beyreis-Heim

Jon Heinemann
Massara Hunsicker

Jake Markiewicz
Maggie Rappa
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Be the church!  Get involved
River Cleanup April 22, 2017

On April 22 eleven Lake Park members including their children helped 
pick up trash along the river in Kern Park. Some even brought along 
friends. Riverkeeper, a local water advocacy group, sponsored the an-
nual river cleanup event.  Our group collected over 12 bags of trash.  A 
few participants sent reflections on the experience.  

Dorothy Kulke: “It was a beautiful day to help and feel like we were 
working towards a larger goal.  The kids loved walking through the 
woods and squishing in the mud.”  

Dorothy’s son Oscar: “I liked finding a shoe and watching guys pull-
ing part of a car out of the river.”  

Claire Vedder: “It was important to me to do this because if I were an 
animal, I wouldn’t want all of this trash to be in my home.” 

Andy Vedder: “It was a beau-
tiful day to be in the park. I 
was impressed by the number 
of volunteers who came out to 
help clean up the river.”

Lisa Vedder: “Claire told me that ocean animals are dying after ingest-
ing small bits of plastic.  It reminded me that the incredible amount of 
plastic bags and packaging that we were were picking up along our 
own waterway really is a serious issue—and made me consider ways I 
could cut down on my consumption of non-recyclable packaging.”

Kaitlan Devine: “Abby and I collected three very full bags in total. 
This was Abby’s fist time participating and she really enjoyed it as 
well–it was a beautiful day! How great it was to see a large turn-out 
for this event. There was certainly a sizable crew at Kern Park, but 
it was also encouraging that while cleaning our side of the river, I 
looked across and saw plenty of other volunteers cleaning up on the 
opposite side of the river and clearly enjoying themselves. I think that’s 
one of the coolest things about this event - it’s not only an opportunity 
for our community to unite to positively impact the environment, but 
it also gives us a chance to enjoy and appreciate a beautiful area of 
Milwaukee that we may not be visiting on a regular basis.” 

The mission of Riverkeeper is “to protect, improve and advocate for water quality, riparian wildlife habitat, 
and sound land management in the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic River Watersheds.”  This is the 
second year Lake Park has participated in their cleanup event.
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By Ann Ledbetter
Happy spring! 

I write to you as we begin a very exciting time in our church’s life. We have budgeted for, and are preparing to 
hire additional staff. This is something we at council have put a lot of thought into. I am on a committee with 
Matt Schumwinger, Unchu Ko and Jason Parry, and our main goal is to roll out staffing scenarios. Our two main 
questions are: 1. What new staff position would best fill our church’s current needs? And, 2. Given our current 
budget, how can we create a staff position that meets our church’s growing need and is financially sustainable 
in the long term? 

The feedback from our Zeidler conversations gave us a lot of guidance as to answering the first question. We 
know that many congregants feel the need for improved youth ministry, adult education, ministry toward wom-
en, and more attention to social justice issues. The second question is harder to answer.
With gratitude to our forbearers, we need to acknowledge that their 
prudent planning has put us in a place of relative financial stability. The 
Foundation managed to carry our church through a very difficult time 
financially, and because of their investment in church leadership, we are 
robust church with increasing membership. However, we don’t want to 
take the Foundation for granted. We’d like to save for future generations 
while not sacrificing our present.

Currently, our 2017 and 2018 budgets account for a new part-time staff 
position, which could be a pastor or a lay leader. Thanks to many gener-
ous donors, past and present, we can afford this. However, in our com-
mittee’s explorations, we have learned that our church’s “ideal” scenario 
for staffing, given our rapid growth and our goal to continue that pace of 
growth, may require more resources than we currently have.

In the months ahead, we hope to present our staffing scenarios to you 
and receive your input. We have scenarios that are well within budget, 
but where staffing may be less than ideal. We also have “aspirational” 
scenarios that assume a 15% increase in giving by the congregation. 
While we are far from stewardship campaign time of year, we hope you 
will be able to reflect on your giving during these conversations. Our 
research has shown that our congregation has $899.79 annual giving per 
confirmed member. A 15% increase to that number would allow us to 
easily meet our staffing goals.

Lake Park’s growth has been incredible over the last 7 years. Our active 
membership has increased from 290 in 2009 to 661 in 2016. We should 
be proud of this growth, as it speaks to our strong community, our beau-
tiful worship space, and our dedication to seeking God’s truth hand in 
hand with other committed believers. In upcoming months, we hope to 
hear more from you about where you’d like to see our church headed. 
God bless!
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At noon, darkness came over the whole land until 
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thani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”). In this moment Jesus experienced 
the agonizing emptiness that is separation from God, 
and by his sacrifice we will never have to. For us the 
question has changed; it is no longer “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 

In my life, I have asked many questions of God. For 
instance, as I was struggling with my faith, even as 
I was doubting the very character and goodness of 
God, the question was, “My God, my God, why are 
you seeking me?” When, at the age of 23, my struggle 
with anxiety forced me to move back in with my 
parents, broken and needy, the question became “My 
God, my God, why do you still believe in me?” And 
when I felt God calling me to serve the students in the 
Milwaukee Public School system, and was accepted 
into the City Year program to do so despite having 
nearly no background in education, it changed to “My 
God, my God, why have you chosen me?”

How beautiful that we serve a God who turns death 
into life, changes suffering into joy, and uses my 
weakness as a display of God’s strength.
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 Our Church
Trips and Camps
Vacation Bible Camp “VBC”:  
Last year was the first time we offered this program 
and it was a hit. We had fun, visited various places in 
our neighborhood, from the Islamic Society Mosque at 
UWM, to East Castle and Alice’s Garden all with other 
kids from our neighbor, St. Mark’s Episcopal. This year 
will be another great experience. We’ve added another 
day and are inviting our friends from All Peoples to join 
us as well. The program runs from 9am-Noon. You can 
signup online now! There is a link on our webpage. 

Confirmation Camping Trip:  
A weekend of camping in Wisconsin filled with fun, fellowship and faith.  More details coming soon, but 
save the dates!

High School Trip:  
We are in the process of finalizing the details, but we hope to journey to 
Portland, Oregon, to see the great city and the fantastic ministry going on 
out there.  There are some thriving ministries there, such as working with 
interfaith initiatives, ministry with the homeless, and eco-justice projects.  
More details to come soon, but save the dates!

Lutherdale:  
We have two weeks at the end of July and the beginning of August. This 
year our partners from All Peoples will be there the week of July 31st. It’s 
always a fun experience and if these dates don’t work for you it’s okay, 
you can sign up for any time in the summer.  The dates listed are the ones 
that Lake Park staff will visit Lutherdale as well.

Family Camping:  
We got rained out last year so we’re pretty much guaranteed great weather 
for this year!  It’s a great opportunity to spend a weekend camping with 
your friends from church and you don’t have to have little kids to join in 
the fun.

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree. “ Martin Luther

June 19-23 
Vacation Bible Camp

June 25-28 
Confirmation Camping 

Trip

July 9-15 
High School Trip

Week of July 24th and 
Week of July 31st 

Lutherdale

August 11-13 
Family Camping


