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“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice,
and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Visitors from El Salvador

“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you
gave me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited me in; naked,
and you clothed me; sick, and you visited me; in prison, and you came to me...
truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of mine,
even the least of them, you did it to me” (Matthew 25: 35-40).
Words cannot describe what it was like to welcome eight members of
the Salvadoran Lutheran Church to Milwaukee on July 12th. Three
congregations, Ascension in Waukesha, Grace Lutheran in Thiensville
and you, Lake Park welcomed Pastor Julio and representatives from his
churches, and his sister’s (Pastora Blanca) church in El Salvador.
You rose to the occasion Lake Park – as did the other churches. As we
sat rejoicing, enjoying each other’s company – canning, boating, swimming, dancing, eating fish, learning together, worshipping – our brother Edwin’s parents gathered documents
to prove his father’s citizenship – to the very government who granted it just a short while ago. As our children walked hand in hand with Alejandra, as we marveled at all of God’s creatures, as we exchanged stories
of faith traditions with our brothers and sisters at the Islamic Society, as we ate and then ate again, our brother
Edwin’s nieces received a deportation notice giving them thirty days to leave the country or appeal their case.
We did the chicken dance and the beer barrel polka, cheered on our Brewers, strolled in Alice’s Garden, visited
your homes, and learned how our Lutheran church supports our college-age students and our blessed patriarchs and matriarchs. Our sister Jenny and her children, Jhonson and Karla, received social security numbers
– a small win toward the chance to stay here in the United
States, through a lawyer that Lake Park pays for.
We heard from our youth group about the joys and challenges of their trip. We listened to Pastor Julio choke back tears
as he mourned for those in El Salvador lost to the gangs.
While we plant seeds here, we will send another round of
scholarship funds for students there – seeds of a better future for them, we pray. We have work to do as we continue
to support our partnership in Llano El Coyol – hand in hand
now with our brothers and sisters at the Islamic Society. We
have work to do in our city – will we be a Sanctuary church?
You will hear from me, but in the meantime, let’s do coffee –
especially if you missed it. It was beautiful.
A million thanks to all of you who helped in the many ways
you all did by contributing your finances, prayers and time.
Kendra Stea, El Salvador Committee
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Guys’ Night
Annual River Cruise
This year the Guys’ Night River Cruise has been set for
August 16th. More information is coming from David
Diamond as we get closer to the date.

Lawn Bowling
The date for Lawn Bowling has been moved and will now be
on August 30th. Please contact Stephen Zick if you’d like to
sign up or need more information.
All are welcome!

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM
Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com
Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM
Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Gal’s Night
South Shore Beer Garden

Church Council
Robert Roos, President
Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary
Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Colin Atkinson, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes,
Ann Ledbetter, Brenda McCormack,
Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger

Come share food, refreshment, and music with friends
at the South Shore Beer Garden August 8 from 6-9PM!
Start out the last month of summer along the lakefront in
a lovely park along the lakefront.

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor
Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern
Steffen Cavw, Interim Office Coordinator
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

The address is: 2900 South Shore Drive in Bayview.
You can bring your own food and beverages, or purchase
items at the Beer Garden Kitchen and Terrace. Call or
e-mail Linda Gaalaas if you have questions. Hope to see
you there!

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke
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Reflections from our youth... Ponderings from Portland
From service work to scavenger hunts, my final
Lake Park youth trip was the best one I have ever
been on (the only thing that could have made the
trip better is not falling on the cement and scraping my
knee). I got so much out of this youth trip and I am
so grateful. Relationships that were strengthened
and the things I learned were the best parts of the
trip.
One of the things that stands out to me the most
(beside the service work) is the six-mile hike on
a mountain. I wound up hiking with Maggie and
Massara on the way up and on the way down. We went at our own pace and spent some quality time bonding.
I think that hiking that mountain taught me a valuable lesson about life. What I learned is that life is a hike.
Sometimes, we can get through struggles alone. Other times, we need people around us to help us get through.
As Massara, Maggie, and I got near to the top of the mountain, we wanted to turn back and hike back down. We
actually took about ten steps back down right before we reached our goal and then decided to finish the hike up.
This showed me that, sometimes, we want to give up and we sometimes start to. However, if we have friends to
help us climb and not fall off the edge of the mountain, we can make it to the top; we just can’t give up.
Sometimes, we need to take a break, breathe, and talk with friends to boost your confidence to get up the mountain. Hiking the mountain reminded me that, even when life seems impossible and you want to give up, you can
make it; you just need the love and support from others. Sarah Muller
_____________________
On July 10th, my fellow cohorts and I left for Portland.
After our arrival at PDX, the service trip began in earnest.
We had an experience that we probably didn’t fully
appreciate until after the fact.
We harvested garlic without mutilating it. We also helped
make open and inviting spaces that were sensitive to one’s
humanity and conducive to abiding by the truth about who
we are, with our relation to creation and God.
We did service, that celebrated one’s infinite intrinsic
value, as part of the Christian tradition of following Jesus’s
example as best we can.
We also tried to see all of creation in our service: the pretty, the ugly, and the ambiguous, and in doing so, simply trusting that as imperfect as it might be, that the sum is ultimately good. Such is the way of God. Surprise
resolution upon surprise resolution. Amen. August Hoglund
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Greetings and blessings to you all!
I am excited and honored to have the opportunity to write my first pastoral opening to our newsletter. As I celebrate a year of being at Lake Park and with another year of internship left, it seems like a good time to reflect
and look ahead!
As I began my internship last fall, I wondered who Lake Park was as a congregation, as a people of God. I had heard many great things, but was curious to know
if all I heard was true. My first Sunday was a bit strange, as I didn’t even stay for
the 10am service. After being introduced at the 8am service, I headed out and led
a middle and high school trip to Six Flags. Let me tell you...at Lake Park, a great
way to make a lasting impression is to lead with your youth! They are remarkable, a lot of fun, and a wonderful introduction to the energy that helps define Lake
Park! In the weeks that followed, I met over coffee with several council members,
joined the dinner tables of many of the Confirmation students’ families, and got to
know the Lake Park staff and their many gifts and talents.
I have come to understand that the hospitality I experienced in my first weeks and
months as the intern is a signature strength of the Lake Park community. Time and
time again over the past year, I have witnessed the generous Spirit of welcome that
flow within and out from this congregation. This welcoming Spirit has lasted beyond my initial experience, and I have seen grow into a Spirit of authentic community. For so many, Lake Park
is a place of celebration: weddings, baptism, and more parties than I can keep track of! For so many, Lake Park
is also a place that embraces those in the midst of loss, suffering, and grief as people have lost loved ones and
struggled with the challenges of our broken world. This past year, filled with highs and lows offer significant
opportunities for me to experience Lake Park as a true family.
As I reflect on my experience, I invite you to stop and think about this past year, as well. What has been your
experience? What has been your role in helping create a meaningful experience for others? I am so happy to be
part of the Lake Park family, and I am excited to experience all my second year of internship has in store. Looking ahead, some of my duties and responsibilities will shift to allow me to learn from various ministries of the
church. While Christian Education with the children and youth is a passion of mine, I am eager to more deeply
connect with Lake Park’s Adult and Senior ministries.
As I seek to grow in my pastoral role, I am interested in understanding Lake Park’s culture of stewardship and
engage in more opportunities of pastoral care and counseling, such as weddings, funerals, baptisms, and hospital visits. As I step into new experience and new pastoral roles, I invite you to think about ways to get involved
this coming church year. How can you more fully participate in all that Lake Park has to offer? How can your
participation help Lake Park offer more?
As the first year of my internship comes to an end, I am so thankful for the opportunity to learn from and grow
with the amazing people here at Lake Park. Yet, growing is a process and my learning is far from over. I hope
that you will join me this coming church year in challenging ourselves to explore our faith more deeply, engage
in relationships more fully, and seek to experience God more intentionally!
God’s blessings to you in the final weeks of summer. Many thanks as I reflect on my time at Lake Park. Prayers
for you as we move forward together, faithfully following where the Spirit leads!

Pastoral Intern Adam
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Celebrating 10 Years
of Shared Ministry
Dear Partners and Friends of All Peoples Church,
All Peoples Church will be celebrating the blessing of
ten years of shared ministry with Pastor Steve and the
Jerbi family during the first weekend of August.
Because we are family, we would love to invite you,
our beloved friends and partners to accompany us in
this farewell celebration.
Friday, August 4th
Camp Umoja Finale
at All Peoples Havenwoods Campus
6:00 PM - Songs, cheers, chants, recognitions and fun
All are welcome!

The Jerbi Family

Saturday, August 5th
Jerbi Family Farewell Party
5:00 - 8:00 PM at the Body and Soul Healing Arts Center
See the event on the All Peoples Members and Friends Facebook page, where you can sign up to bring an
appetizer or dessert.
Seating is limited. RSVP’s are
required. Mission and Community partners are asked to send
no more than two representatives
so that we can accommodate as
many of our All Peoples families
and friends as best as we are able.

Sunday, August 6th
Celebration & Farewell Worship
at All Peoples Harambee Campus
9:30 AM Informal Reception
11:00 AM Worship
All are welcome!
May the glory of the Lord rise
among all peoples!
Better together,
Linda Muth

All Peoples Church
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Be the church! Get involved

Summer Nights
500 Years of Reformation:
What is the new Reformation!
Sunday, August 13th and August 27th, 6-8pm
1003 E. Sylvan Ave. Whitefish Bay 53217

Mt. Meru Coffee Project
Benefit Golf Outing

Summer Nights will be held on two nights this
summer at the Dragseth home. On this 500th Anniversary of the Reformation we’ll talk about how
Luther changed the church and the world 500 years
ago, and what might be the new Reformation 500
years later. Luther captures the spirit of his times in
a new theology. What spirit do we need to capture
in our times to create a new reformation? Pastor
David and Jennifer will have just returned from the
International Luther Congress in Wittenberg, Germany. Come and learn their insights and what the
rest of the world is saying in 2017. Summer Nights
marks the beginning of our Reformation Celebration for the Fall of 2017.

Sunday afternoon, August 20
The Annual Meru Benefit Golf Outing is happening on Sunday, August 20. How can you help? Put
together a foursome and join us on the green -- or
support us by making a donation that we can use
for door prizes, the silent auction or raffle prizes.
The proceeds from this event will be shared equally
between Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity and the
Mt. Meru Coffee Project. To see the registration
brochure and the many ways you could participate,
go to this website: mtmerucoffee.org.

Tenth Annual Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride
Saturday morning, September 9
Save this date and join us at St. Bruno Parish in Dousman, WI. There will be 20, 30 and 50 mile road rides
and also a trail ride, followed by a picnic lunch. The bike ride benefits Outreach for Hope through the Greater
Milwaukee Synod which supports ministries in some of the poorest neighborhoods in Southeastern Wisconsin.
More details and registration at www.ofhbikeride.com.
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Attendance
Weekly average attendance through July, 2016 - 220
Weekly average attendance through July, 2017 - 228

Acts of Ministry
July Baptisms:
Lennon Eshleman July 9 and George Betette July 23
Memorial Service:
Janice Bratel and John Twito

John Twito
We hold Pastor Alexis, and
her family, in our hearts as
they experience an unexpected
farewell to her father John,
who died recently. Visitation
and the funeral were held on
Tuesday July 25. Please hold
Pastor Alexis and her family
in your prayers.

Baptism..
Joyfully entering the Body of Christ and the family
of Lake Park Lutheran Congregation

August Birthdays
Aug 1 Kendra Stea
Aug 4 Mollee Albinger
Aug 5 Mark Wrobleski
Aug 7 Dennis Ely
Aug 7 H. Carl Mueller
Aug 8 Emily Olson
Aug 8 Kim Smythe
Aug 9 Jim Boll
Aug 9 Eric Boudreau
Aug 10 Diane Duic
Aug 10 Chelsea Hotlz
Aug 10 Richard Wittkopf
Aug 11 Scott Cummings

Aug 12 Chloe Damm
Aug 12 Angela Oberdeck
Aug 12 JR Roever
Aug 13 Massara Hunsicker
Aug 16 Lisa Cottrell
Aug 16 Linda Honold
Aug 16 Jason Parry
Aug 18 Rachel Olson
Aug 20 Joanna Grosshans
Aug 21 Christi Craig
Aug 21 Keith Zeise
Aug 22 Vance Thomas
Aug 22 Erik Tou
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Aug 24 Jeanne Hanson
Aug 24 Jim Hutchinson
Aug 24 Erica Van Serke
Aug 25 Kimberly Knowle-Zeller
Aug 26 Daisy Kiekhofer
Aug 26 Izzy Kiekhofer
Aug 27 Colleen Hayes
Aug 29 Alex Crow
Aug 30 Sandy Sullivan

Lake Park Lutheran Church
2647 N. Stowell Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
www.lakeparklutheran.com
A monthly publication of Lake Park Lutheran Church,
an ELCA Congregation located on the East Side of
Milwaukee, “called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate
for justice and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Summer Break for the Choir
The choir is officially on break for the summer, though you have
probably seen several choir members continuing to provide music
in worship as cantors and instrumentalists. We will resume our
regular rehearsals after Labor Day and will continue to learn a
variety of songs and anthems.
All are welcome to join; we meet at 7:15 on Wednesdays throughout the year and sing in worship about every other Sunday. You
are welcome to join on a long-term basis or for as long as you are
able, or just for special events. On October 29 we will celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, the day on
which Martin Luther nailed his list of 95 Theses against indulgences on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.
This year we have some exciting new music in the works…or
at least new to us. Lake Park recently inherited a fabulous collection of choral music from St. James Episcopal Church, which is closing this fall. Many thanks to Karen
Beaumont, who directed the choir there for 22 years, for putting us in touch with St. James. I look forward to
kicking off a new choir season next month and continuing to lead Lake Park in song!
Peace, Charlotte Linberry,
Choir Director
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