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“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice,
and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Congregational Meeting on July 16th
Dear Friends,
In the May Our Church Newsletter, Ann Ledbetter discussed the work of the Staffing Committee. They undertook the monumental task of researching and examining various staffing scenarios that would meet the needs
of our growing congregation in both a meaningful way, and a financially sustainable way. The Staffing Committee then presented their findings to the Church Council. Later in May, the Church Council presented to the
congregation three possible scenarios to fulfil the needs you identified through the Zeidler discussions and the
budgetary considerations of each scenario. Thank you for taking the time to consider these scenarios and for
providing feedback. The Church Council exists to serve the congregation and the only way we know what is
in your hearts and on your minds, is if you tell us.
Throughout this process the Church Council worked hard, pouring over budget numbers, reading your comments and suggestions, engaging in lengthy and numerous, but earnest and sincere discussions, and speaking
with the Synod, to do our very best to help plan for the future of Lake Park Lutheran Church. The fruit of that
labor is what we believe is the best proposal, which is to call a Pastor who will be the Director of Youth and
Family Ministry. We are now looking for your kind consideration at a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
July 16, 2017, following the 10AM service, to present to you our recommendation for that calling. We will
present our budget for the new pastor and answer any questions you may have for us. We will then take a congregational vote to decide whether to move forward with the council’s proposed plan.
I would like to thank all of my fellow council members for their hard work, sincere consideration, and prayerful discernment over the last several months. I would especially like to thank the Staffing Committee: Matt
Schumwinger, Ann Ledbetter, Unchu Ko, and Jason Parry, for the extra time and effort they dedicated to this
task. Please take a moment to thank them for their service to Lake Park Lutheran Church in taking on this
responsibility. I hope to see you at the Congregational Meeting on July 16th and that you, too, will give your
consideration for the future of Lake Park. While no one can know the future, we can do our utmost to lay a
foundation for a better one, and have faith that God will guide our way.
Peace,
Rob Roos

Picnic in the Park, Sunday, July 9th!
Mark your calendars and come join us in beautiful Lake Park at picnic area #6 as we worship in the midst of creation and take time to
enjoy each other’s company. Please bring a side dish to pass, a dessert or adult beverage and we will provide the brats, veggie burgers,
lemonade and chips. We will also have our traditional water balloon toss contest and fight.
See you there! Seth Kiefer
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Vacation Bible Camp 2017
“You were given two hands. One to help
yourself, one to help others.”
Lake Park, you should be proud of your youth (and the not so
young)! We had a fun-filled week at Vacation Bible Camp this
year with 36 kids and at least 22 volunteers.
Monday kicked off the week with a scavenger hunt. We
hunted for verses in the Bible and collected sticks for a craft
project. The kids were also led through yoga and mindfulness,
to learn to help themelves. Tuesday took us to the Next Door
Foundation on 55th & Capitol where we washed 4 buses and
a van. It just so happened that they were having an inspec-

tion later that week, so our service there was truly needed
and helped us learn to help our neighbors, even when we live
across town.
We stayed local on Wednesday where we learned to help
strangers by creating clay tray trinkets that will soon be distributed for Meals on Wheels and will impact people in our
city that we may never meet, but have connected with now.
Wealso had fun creating instruments and playing them.
Again, on Thursday we got in our vans and learned, visited
and interacted with two different cultures and faiths. The first stop was the Jewish museum, and the second was St Ben’s. At
St Ben’s we were met by Brother Carl, dressed in his habit which many kids commented made him look like a wizard. We
were given the opportunity to help organize hygiene items and Brother Carl said we saved him about 4 hours of work! We
were also led through the chapel to see the drastically different art work symbolic to the Black community that the church
was originally intended to serve. It was this day we learned to help humanity.
Friday was nothing but fun, while learning to help our Earth! We had storytelling that made us appreciate dandelions, created prayer flags which you’ve hopefully already noticed. Enough prayer flags were created to share with St Mark’s, our
partner in VBC. Then we trudged through the mud to play at the beach on a perfect sunny day. We finished with ice cream
and a standard LPLC water balloon fight!
This year’s VBC was such a success because of everyone’s willingness to help out and be open to crazy ideas. Most importantly, thank you to the parents who entrust us to be with their children.
Thank you for the amazing opportunity to be part of VBC this year,
Tara Seleen
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Synod Assembly Report
What We Celebrated, What We Accepted, What We Did, What We Hope For
On June1–2, 2017 The Synod Assembly of 358 Voting and 28 non-voting participants filled the ballroom at the
Country Springs Hotel and Conference Center in Waukesha. Carthage College contacted the German Embassy
in Washington D.C. who provided us with a 4 foot Play Mobile figure of Luther greeting us as we entered holding
either his quill or hammer and the Bible at his feet. We were informed that congregations may request having
him at their church by contacting the synod office or emailing Cara@CarthageCollege. Wednesday evening’s
worship, led by Bishop Paul Erickson along with 28 others (and the 19 page service bulletin) spiritually engaged us in Word and Sacrament. I was moved when Bishop Paul acclaimed all the water sheds from each
county in the Greater Milwaukee Synod. “We are united by water and the river flows out from us”
We were inspired when Bishop Paul conveyed that God has given us everything we could possibly need and
now it is up to us to use those gifts to accomplish His mission for all
people for the Healing of the Nations: Living Word, Living Water, Living
Office Hours
Justice. Cut glass vases filled with water graced each table as reminders
Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM
of our baptisms and our calling. Pastor David brought water from our
Phone: 414-962-9190
Email:
office@lakeparklutheran.com
Lake Michigan water shed.
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Changes from our Synod are that four new congregations have been
formed with new names and new gathering places. This often involves
buildings to be sold, when two or three congregations dissolve and unite
to become a new, single congregation. Recognition was given to pastors
celebrating anniversaries of 25, 40, 50, 60, and 70 years. Congregations
celebrated 50, 75, 100, 125, and Our Savior Lutheran Church of Hartland,
Wisconsin celebrated 150 years.
I was impressed with the many congregations that discussed their ministries. One was All Peoples’ pastor who highlighted the meetings on
Saturday mornings of children and families from All Peoples and Lake
Park, to share Christian activities and lunches; and the “work and earning” program for youth from All Peoples Congregation.
Bishop Paul requested that congregational councils consider raising contributions to the Synod by $500 or $1 per baptized member to fully staff
three assistants for the Bishop for mission work. This would increase the
Synod’s $600,000 by $ 60,000.
Resolution 1 – in support of Prison Congregation and Prison Reform–
passed.
Resolution 2 – recognition of Rev. David Larson’s Service to Lutheran
Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan since July 2002 passed.
Resolution 3 – Resolution calling to provide Sanctuary to Immigrants –
passed, Lake Park Lutheran was one of the six congregations submitting
this resolution.

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM
Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM
Mid-week Prayer Service
Wednesdays 6:30PM
Saturday Meditations 10:45AM
Church Council
Bill Hutchinson, President
Nikki Jaynes, Vice President
Robert Roos, Secretary
Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Linda Gaalaas, Ann Ledbetter
Dave Schneider, Brenda McCormack
Colin Atkinson, Melanie Helmke
Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor
Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern
Jennifer Jacobson, Office Coordinator
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke

Continued on Page 8
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From Pastor Alexis
Laborers of Lake Park,
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matt 9:37-38)
Friends, in our gospel over the last couple weeks, Jesus has gone around the cities and villages teaching
and preaching and healing. In chapters 8 and 9 alone, he did 14 healing miracles! And then, he gathered
the disciples together and told them some pretty tough stuff—what it would take to follow him. One of
those things that he said was: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
You see… Jesus knew all about the harvest. There was
soooo much work to do! Everywhere, more work to do.
More teaching to be done. More good news to be shared.
More healing, more justice, more peace… The harvest is
plentiful. The mission field is ripe…but there never seem
to be enough laborers. And when Jesus turns to look this
way, seeking new laborers… I wonder if he will find us
ready and willing. Because this harvest is big… there’s
never-ending work to be done. And it is NOT easy!!
Because that work that Jesus did…the healing, the reconciling people to their communities… that forgiveness and
radical hospitality, that restoration and justice-working that
he did… that’s the work of the harvest! That is the work of
the laborer, to which we’ve been called. No wonder Jesus
doesn’t find many to take up the task!
The work healing, and justice, and peace… that is our call, the call of the laborer. And so we continue
to care for the water which gives us life through our work with the Water Commons. And we advocate
for better women’s health through our partnership work with Planned Parenthood. And we support
families who have experienced violence and trauma in our city through our support of the chaplaincy
program. And we practice radical hospitality as we prepare for a visit from our partners from El Salvador
and as we consider becoming a part of the New Sanctuary movement. And we help heal the sick as we
collect bedding for the hospital in Uganda. And so much more…
God could have chosen to harvest the field alone. But, instead, God chose to invite us to the harvest.
God asks us to be co-laborers. So we are all in it… together.
The harvest is plentiful. Boy, is it ever. There is so much work to do to bring the good news of Christ’s
love, the power of God’s mercy, and the spirit of justice in the world. And the harvest needs more
laborers. It’s hard work; but I pray we are ready for the task!
Ready to labor with you,

Pastor Alexis
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Middle School Summer Trip
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.”
Galatians 5:22-23
I’m writing this article mere hours after returning
from our middle school summer trip to the Dragseth
cabin. The youth are safely home, the rental vans have
been returned, and I’ve just woken up from a muchneeded nap!
After arriving at the cabin on late Monday night, we
took Tuesday morning to sleep in and make a delicious Belgian waffle breakfast, complete with syrup,
Dinner Time
fresh strawberries, chocolate chips, whipped cream,
and of course, some sausage and bacon on the side! We
had a big clean up (‘cause Pastor David is pretty messy with the waffle batter). And then we hit the road, heading up to Duluth, Minnesota. In Duluth, we explored Canal Park while completing a creative and challenging
scavenger hunt based on the Fruit of the Spirit...I mean, how do you take an upside down picture of the Spirit of
Generosity, or a picture of God’s Spirit of Love with as many people as possible. Well, the youth were up to the
challenge, and we got some pretty incredible pictures!
The next day, we hopped back into the vans and drove over to Washburn and Bayfield. While the rain prevented
berry picking, we braved the weather and managed an amazing hike along a dell that looked like something out
of Lord of the Rings, that led to rocks that we could jump off
of into Lake Superior! The rain poured down, but since we
were already wet, we didn’t care! On the way back from Bayfield, we stopped at a huge candy shop in Hayward, got sugar
to last the rest of the year, then headed back to the cabin.
Both nights, were filled with swimming in the lake, sweating
in the sauna, relaxing in the hot tub, and hanging out around
the campfire. We looked at the stars out on the pontoon boat
and played plenty of pranks on each other! The middle school
youth are a fantastic bunch of young people! During the entire
trip, they were willing to try new things, put forth their best
effort in the different activities, welcome the new members
of the group, and share their enthusiastic attitudes in order to
make the whole experience something remarkable to remember!
Root Beer Falls

A big thank you to Nikki Jayne for helping chaperone and to
Grandma and Grandpa Dragseth for their hospitality! When you
see one of the middle school students at church make sure to ask them about their experience! It was truly a
wonderful time with wonderful people! Next up on the schedule...the high school trip to Portland, July 9th-16th.
Keep us in your prayers!
Pastoral Intern Adam
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Be the church! Get involved
Summer Nights

High School Summer Trip
July 9-16 Portland, Oregon

500 Years of Reformation:
What is the new Reformation!

Fourteen high school kids and leaders will be
venturing to Portland, Oregon for our Annual High

Sunday, August 13th and August 27th, 6-8pm
1003 E. Sylvan Ave. Whitefish Bay 53217
Summer Nights will be held on two nights this
summer at the Dragseth home. On this 500th Anniversary of the Reformation we’ll talk about how
Luther changed the church and the world 500 years
ago, and what might be the new Reformation 500
years later. Luther captures the spirit of his times in
a new theology. What spirit do we need to capture
in our times to create a new reformation?
Pastor David and Jennifer will have just returned
from the International Luther Congress in Wittenberg, Germany. Come and learn their insights and
what the rest of the world is saying in 2017. Summer Nights marks the beginning of our Reformation
Celebration for the Fall of 2017.

School Summer Trip. We’ll explore several Lutheran
ministries in the city. We’ll play soccer with refugee
children, counsel homeless youth through an organic urban farm, walk with a clinic that serves those
with mental illness through gardening and learn
meditation at the Japanese Garden. In addition,
we’ll eat donuts and wacky Portlandia food! We’ll
stay at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church (remember all
the groups we hosted here at Lake Park? Well, we
got payback from St. Luke’s in Portland–they’re
hosting us!). All of our youth trips are not possible
without your generous support. If you’d like to contribute, simply mark it “High School Group” and
make an offering! Join us on Sunday, July 16th as
we return from the trip and share stories during the
8am and 10am services.

Lawn Bowling!
Lake Park Men’s Group will lawn bowl at the end
of July. Look for dates and times to come via the
CCB Group! Reserve the last Wednesday in August
for the annual river cruise for Guy’s Night Out.
Thanks, Dave Diamond!

El Salvador Partners Visit July 12 - 19
We are SUPER excited to welcome our friends
from El Salvador from July 12 through July 19! In
preparation for their arrival, we’re asking everyone
to review the agenda (see Steffen’s email for Monday, June 26), then choose events you would like
to participate in. Registration will really help us be
sure we have adequate food, etc., so please review
and sign up! Sponsorship: If you’re unable to attend
but would still like to help somehow, you could
consider sponsoring a delegate for a day. Every donation helps, but the welcoming team has budgeted
$30 per person per day.
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Attendance

A New Stove!

Weekly average attendance through June 26, 2016 - 235
Weekly average attendance through June 25, 2017 - 236

Thanks to the efforts of Jane Nelson our new commercial range arrived on June 28th. We had a commercial range and ovens in the kitchen historically
but due to needed repairs
and lack of use were
removed some years
ago. We’ve made due
with couple of home
ranges since then and
they served well and
were adequate for the
volume that the kitchen
saw then. The use of
our facility by both outside groups, overnight
guests and internal hospitality, senior center, JustOneMore Ministry and large turnouts for both the
Lenten soup suppers and Advent Lovefeasts have
made it necessary to replace the old range to meet
the current demands on our kitchen. We’re grateful
for the expanded capability of our congregation to
extend radical hospitality to our congregation and
larger community.

Acts of Ministry
Memorial Service - June 25, 2017:
In memory of Janice Bratel

Pastor David and the youth of Lake Park

July Birthdays
Jul 1 Mary Dorsey
Jul 2 Breta Blankschien
Jul 3Andrew Brunner
Jul 3 Ross Lund
Jul 9 Kim Leick
Jul 10 Amber Kind-Keppel
Jul 10 Wesley Kranitz
Jul 10 Ash Lettow
Jul 11 Neil Kiekhofer
Jul 13 Abby Neesen
Jul 14 Colin Atkinson
Jul 14 Jackelyn Glowacki
Jul 15 Robin Burns
Jul 15 Cheryl Kallman
Jul 16 Jennifer Dragseth
Jul 16 William Morawski
Jul 18 Dawn Bacon-Johnson

Jul 18 Jeff Bray
Jul 19 Jennifer Damm
Jul 19 Adam Olson
Jul 20 Linda Hill
Jul 21 Pat Hayes
Jul 22 Darrell Lile
Jul 24 Linnea Laestadivs
Jul 24 Josh Mrotek
Jul 25 Caitlin Berry
Jul 25 Heidi Spencer
Jul 25 Tracey Sperko
Jul 26 Michael Birkenbach
Jul 26 Nancy Pickett
Jul 27 Rebecca Christman
Jul 27 Brad Glocke
Jul 27 Jeni Heinemann
Jul 28 Christopher Ludwig
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Jul 29 Charles Hutchinson
Jul 30 Chad Johnson
Jul 30 Jennifer Thomas
Jul 31 Tanya Atkinson
Jul 31 KylehDahmer
Jul 31 Shannon Fisher
Jul 31 Pamela Seiler
Jul 31 Sheree Yates
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Continued from Page 3

We discussed and found that as Paul and his companions were sent (Acts 16:6-15 ) by the Holy Spirit that
we can expect the unexpected. They were sent without knowing what they would encounter. The person who
opened my view of the ELCA’s Churchwide mission was Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman. He is Executive Director
of the Domestic Mission unit of the ELCA. Poster boards showed the people of the Tanzania Mt. Meru Coffee
Projects on a large scale, featuring their schools, doctors, hospital, and clinic.
We chose from 19 Open Space sessions, with 7 more added for us to attend. Jeanne Hansen attended Volunteer
Coordination; Pastor David – Luther and Economic Justice, I chose “Milwaukee 53206”-a one hour documentary that chronicled the lives affected by incarceration, and a panel of five people who lived the belief that
people are better than their crime. Following the conference evening, we enjoyed a beer in our 500 Year Reformation commemorative stein, hors d’oeuvres, and music in Luther’s Lounge. Matt Kruse’s wife, also a pastor,
rocked it out with her guitar and singing. I also learned that Pastor Matt Kruse is a Board Member of Lutheran
Campus Ministry.
Some upcoming dates:
August, 27 will be a “Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Open Housing Marches & Call to Continued
Action” (Resolution 4 – Passed), Lake Park Lutheran, one of the six congregations submitting this resolution.
August 5-10, 2019, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held in Milwaukee.
On our way rejoicing,
Melanie Helmke,
Lake Park Lutheran Church Council Member, 2017 Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly Delegate
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