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 Our Church
Stewardship 2017-2018
Reform in Ourselves. Reform in Our Church.  Reform in Our World.

For the past two years Lake Park has engaged in an intensive self-study.  
We’ve conducted listening sessions, sent surveys, had town hall meetings staff 

interviews.  We are now at the final stages of our process. We are ready to call 

an Associate Pastor!  But the final step includes you. You’ve seen the fruit of this 

work in our Seven Saturdays of Service and our increased social justice ministry.

Now it is time to make our financial commitments for the 2018 budget year. 

Commitment Sunday is November 19th. Pledge cards and an Informational 

Brochure will be mailed out the week of Nov 5. Pledge Cards are also available 

online at lakeparklutheran.com, through our email link, or in the back of church 

on Sunday. You will also receive a full explanation of our financial plan in the 

mail so that you can see how your gift fits in to the larger picture.

Our church is a young church.  50% of our membership is below 49.  36% is below 20.  That is almost 

unheard of in city ELCA churches!  We are so fortunate.  But, we need strong staff leadership for our 

youth!

Luther Manor News - November 2017
Luther Manor’s Love Lights Fundraiser is in its 7th year  and has raised more 
than $20,000 in that time for programming and equipment, and residents who 
have outlived their financial resources.  Many thanks to you, Lake Park and 
the other community churches who have participated in this special fund-
raiser.    
So, here I am again collecting donations to beautify the outdoor tree in front 
of Luther Manor on 92nd St.  Your $5 contribution can be made in memory 
or honor of a loved one or someone who has inspired you in your life.  We all 
have friends and relatives that have given us inspiration to love and help oth-
ers in need.  You can also contribute $100 for a strand of lights.  Every light 
brightens someone’s heart as well as the street welcoming people inside and 
outside Luther Manor.  I know this  donation request is shortly after the Oc-
tober Luther Manor Membership Drive, but know your donation is a gift that will be well used by the Luther 
Manor Friends organization.  And I won’t be looking for any more contributions for Luther Manor this year!
The annual Tree Lighting will be held on Thursday, December 7, 2017 at 4:30PM in the Luther Manor Wel-
come Center on 92nd St.  You can enjoy a short service with songs and sharing indoors, or  dress warm for 
the outside sparkle when the hundreds of lights- is turned on-  sponsored by donors  including  you.   I will 
collect your donations following both Sunday services on November 12, 19 and 26, and December 3.  Feel 
free to contact me if you have additional questions.
Linda Gaalaas

Remembering All the Saints
In ancient Ireland Christian monastic communities 
would celebrate All Saint’s Day in early November.  
At that time the fog would move in off the bogs and 
carry the spirits of the dead, reminding the community 
of the mixture of heaven and earth, living and dead.

At Lake Park, in November, we remember the saints 
of the church.  We invite you to contribute your names 
of loved ones, light a candle in honor of their lives, 
and join us in a large celebration of All the Saints 
on November 5th at 8 or 10 or midweek worship on 
November 8th.

   “For All the Saints, who from their labors rest. . . alleluia, alleluia”

Clonmacnoise Abbey, Ireland      Photo-Ron Zeilinger 



	  

November Birthdays

Attendance
Weekly average attendance through Sept. 2017 - 218
Weekly average attendance through Sept. 2016 - 212

Acts of Ministry
Baptisms:
Jack Elverman, October 8
Henry Beckert, October 15

Weddings:
Kelly Teske & Mike Poe, October 14
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Nov 1 Caroline Gienapp 
Nov 1 Erik Kulke 
Nov 1 Laura Ristucci 
Nov 3 Eloise Atkinson 
Nov 3 Bill Hutchinson 
Nov 3 Malle Vaarsi 
Nov 3 Jonathan Yates 
Nov 5 Christiana Mooney 
Nov 5 Megan Olson 
Nov 6 Sofia Anton 
Nov 6 Vicki Davis Davila 
Nov 6 Catherine Eastham 
Nov 6 Elliana Kautz 
Nov 6 Ashley Keenan 
Nov 6 Katie Wiemer 
Nov 7 Logan Hammer 
Nov 7 Krista Ludwig 
Nov 7 Evan Mrotek 
Nov 7 Rachel Tease 
Nov 8 Ryan Empey 
Nov 8 Randy Nelson 
Nov 10 Laura La Rose 

Nov 10 Evelyn Landers 
Nov 11 Jeoff Begin 
Nov 11 Barton Smith 
Nov 13 Theresa Lowder 
Nov 13 Erin Maas 
Nov 13 Mila Matera 
Nov 13 Eli Peterson 
Nov 13 Lisa Spencer 
Nov 14 Sylvia Damm 
Nov 14 Jennifer Hayes 
Nov 14 Sara Stribl 
Nov 15 Nina Kohl 
Nov 18 Isaiah Peterson 
Nov 18 Stephen Zick 
Nov 19 Jessica Landers 
Nov 20 Evelyn Lanman 
Nov 21 Nolan Birkenbach 
Nov 21 Madelyn Brown 
Nov 21 Chris Gross 
Nov 21 Jonathon Heinemann 

Nov 21 Jay Sorensen 
Nov 21 Anthony Yates  
Nov 23 Amanda Betette  
Nov 23 Olive Lanman  
Nov 23 Travis Leonardson  
Nov 23 Jack Newstead  
Nov 23 Stella Sun  
Nov 25 Shanan Borresen  
Nov 25 Ayden Haase-Hightire 
Nov 26 George Betette  
Nov 26 Peter Hinow  
Nov 29 Megan Mc Mahon  

All Peoples Library Ministries
Lake Park’s Response

All Peoples Church gives away between 100 and 150 books 
per week via its outdoor Little Free Library, indoor library and 
the local school. Lake Park, in 2017 has donated 286 books so 
far. A big thanks!!! 

Please keep up this great response. The books desired are:  
self-help books, devotionals, Afro-American history and 
people, as well as children and youth books that feature 
Afro-American figures.  

No books, please, that relate to any form of violence.  
There is a basket in the entrance area of the church to place 
your gifts.  

Thanks,
Fran Odden

Lovefeast
Lovefeast 2017 begins on Wednesday, November 29th 6-7pm and continuing for the next 
three weeks leading up to Christmas. It’s a fantastic worship experience with a huge meal 
served family style at table, glorious music and profound words.  

It’s also a huge undertaking and a great way to serve and have fun with friends old and 
new while setting the table, cooking, filling wine carafes and doing dishes.  We still need a 
few more “team captains”.  There are two captains for each date who will set the menu and 
assemble a team to make the magic happen!  

We still need one for November 29th and two for December 20th as well as a small army 
to help with all the facets of hosting a dinner for 80 people.  So, if you’d like to help, in 
any capacity, please contact Seth (seth@lakeparklutheran.com) to volunteer.

Saturdays of Service
    
The Saturdays of service leading up to Refor-
mation Sunday have been a great way to begin 
our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  

We’ve painted in the fellowship hall, gone 
through archive photos and crowd sourced more 
recent ones, printed them in black and white and 
framed and hung them in the fellowship hall to 
help tell the story of us to the hundreds of visitors 
each week that meet in that space.  

We’ve worked in Alice’s garden, helped with a 
walk, worked at JustOneMore, cleaned and organized the attic and helped some 
new friends study for their citizenship exam.

We provided hundreds of hours of service in both the wider community and ours and had the opportunity to spend some 
time working with each other…it was beautiful.

Prayer ribbons attached to the church lights 
for Reformation Sunday. Photo-Steffen Cave



	  

A Busy Fall
Fall is a busy and exciting time of year as school gets started 
and the activities and ministries at church get back into full 
swing.  This busy and exciting pace has been true for your 
council as well. The pieces have been put into place to offi-
cially begin the call process for an Associate Pastor, Director 
of Youth and Family Ministry.  

The Ministry Site Profile and Job Description have been 
completed and shared with the congregation. The Ministry 
Site Profile (MSP) provides the ELCA rostered members and 
leaders with the story of our church, including our mission, 
current ministries and programs, as well as our goals and vi-
sion.  The MSP allows the Synod to help facilitate connecting 
the best candidates with our call.  The Job Description gives 
more details about the specific role of the new Pastor’s position 
within our congregation. 

The call committee has been established. The members serv-
ing on the call committee are: Shannon Fisher, Dorothy Kulke, 
Dennis Lowder, Leigh Anne Muller, Lynn Connolly, Hollin 
Leair, Tara Seleen, and Brian Stahlkopf. Thank you to all who 
have volunteered their names. Please remember this group in 
prayer. 

Calling a new Associate Pastor into our midst is one part of 
fulfilling the Zeidler conversations. The stewardship campaign 
is an equally important part in realizing the vision of the con-
gregation. Look for financial facts on November 5th.  Commit-
ment Sunday is November 19th.  This year’s theme is reform: 
Reform in Ourselves. Reform in the Church. Reform in our 
World. 

The work we have done so far could not have been accom-
plished without all the support and commitment from all of 
you. Your council sees great opportunity ahead as we bring our 
vision into reality. Please be on the look-out for more opportu-
nites to be involved. Thank you for all you have done and will 
continue to do as we move forward.  

Many Blessings, 
Lisa Reinhardt
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Council CornerBe the church!  Get involved

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM
Phone: 414-962-9190

Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM

Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Church Council
Robert Roos, President

Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary

Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Colin Atkinson, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes, 

Ann Ledbetter, Brenda McCormack, 
Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor

Rev. Alexis Twito, Interim Pastor
Adam Moreno, Intern

Steffen Cave, Interim Office Coordinator
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator

Steffen Cave, Communications Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist

Charlotte Linberry- Choir Director
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator

Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook
#lakeparkmke

Saturdays of Service
Voces de la Frontera

“In October, Lake Park Lutheran Church members 
joined other volunteers at Voces de la Frontera to tu-
tor students as they work to improve their English
speaking, reading, writing and comprehension skills.

While this entailed general conversation and discus-
sion, it was also focused on learning the answers 
to the Citizenship exam. Are you interested in sup-
porting the ongoing tutoring, ESL and citizenship 
preparation classes at Voces?! They need volunteers 
on Wednesday evenings 6– 8pm, and on Saturdays 
9am – 1pm at the Voces de la Frontera office on S. 
5th Street.

Please contact: Freya Neumann at neumannf@wi.rr.
com, 414-736-6365, or Luz Celia Hernandez at 414-
801-7575. Any questions? Talk to Kendra Stea!”

A Letter from Pastor Alexis
Dearest Lake Park, 

Words cannot fully express how deeply grateful I am for the time we’ve had together the last 16 months. It has 
been a blessing in my life and ministry. So, thank you. Thank you, also, for the incredibly warm send-off you 
gave me at worship on October 22nd. I felt very loved and supported. Everything was great—the laying on of 
hands as you blessed me for my new endeavors, the “reformer” accolade as part of the Confirmation proclama-
tion, the silly song complete with Salvation Army-like red kettle and bell, the generous congregational gifts, the 
reception afterwards with Susie’s delicious cake, and your many hugs, kind words, gifts, and cards. Thank you!

It will be sad to go, and to leave a place I’ve come to enjoy. But, I am excited to begin my new role at The 
Salvation Army, too. I will begin my role as Full-time Chaplaincy Program Coordinator as of Nov 1. I am so 
looking forward to growing the program and helping our hurting city in new and deeper ways.
In the future, you can count on seeing me around in the community, but also as a guest preacher, even teacher, at 
Lake Park. I won’t be a stranger. As you’ve supported me and my ministry with the city and police department, 
so I will continue to support and pray for your ministry at Lake Park. I know the Holy Spirit is active and at 
work in you, and I pray only God’s many blessings on this congregation.

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Alexis Twito
 
PS. My information will still be in CCB. But, my mailing address is 3351 N. 49th St. Milwaukee, WI 53216. 
And my contact info is: 414-736-7843, alexistwito@gmail.com.
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Christmas Eve and Advent Services

Calling all Kids, Youth, Grown-ups! 

We need help with the Annual Advent and Christmas 
Proclamation.
 
We’re doing a big, all church, Christmas Eve and Advent Celebra-
tion and we need your help.  Check out the areas below and see 
where your skills and enthusiasm best fit in. 

Godly Play Group.  

We need families and teachers and helpers to light the Advent Can-
dles on each Sunday in Advent and tell the stories shared in Godly 
Play with the Congregation.  You’d speak at 8 and 10 on Sundays 
in December or at the Christmas Eve Service.  Contact Dorothy 
Kulke to help out.

Christmas Proclamation Story Group.  

All the Youth (toddlers to High School) are presenting “A Martin Luther Christmas” at our Christmas Eve 
service on Dec. 24th at 4:30 pm.  If you’d like to help in writing the proclamation, assigning parts, or directing, 
contact Jennifer Dragseth.

High School Middle School Group.  

Nikki, Eric, Rachel, Sam, Kristin, Anna, Sam are helping to write the drama and assign musical parts.  If you’d 
like to help with the older kids, contact Pastoral Intern Adam.

Music Group.   

Susan Winans will be leading a youth choir made up of kids from all ages.  Laurie Rappa will also be coordinat-
ing special musical offerings from kids.  If you’d like to help with either, contact Laurie Rappa.

Dress Group.  

For the Christmas Proclamation Story we will have costumes.  You can work on new animal costumes for chil-
dren ages 3-5 or work on updating the angels and shepherds costumes for children.  We also need someone to 
build a Martin and Katie costume. 

Dance Group.  

We have a few volunteers for dance.  Seth will work with Jennifer to coordinate this possibility.  

If anyone else wants to volunteer, let us know!

Allowing Our Learning to Reform Us
In the first year of my internship, I have had the opportunity to lead and participate in a number of great Adult 
Education series. Last year, we explored being intentionally faith focused, racism and privilege, and gender 
injustice. These series were excellent learning opportunities that raised our awareness of the need for reform 
in our lives, in our church, and in our community. This fall, as we celebrate 500 years of the Reformation, we 
are exploring Martin Luther and his influence on the Church. This past month, Lake Park had the opportunity 
to host an amazing educator and speaker, Megan DeFranza, who raised our awareness about intersex individu-
als and revealed to us a scriptural understanding 
of intersex people in the bible, as part of God’s 
diverse creation. While I am excited by these 
opportunities to learn and grow, I wonder how 
we have challenged ourselves to move beyond 
awareness and education to active reform. As a 
former teacher, I love learning...but what does 
learning lead to?

Now, this isn’t a rhetorical question, and I am 
proud that some of our education has led to the 
beginning of authentic reform. Inspired by the 
series on racism and privilege, participants cre-
ated an Ethnic Diversity Task Force that has been 
examining racial diversity at Lake Park with the 
goal of “living the mission of the church through 
a lens of equity and inclusion.” For me, the work 
of this task force is a perfect example of educa-
tion leading to reform, and I cannot wait to hear 
what the next steps of this reform will be. 

As we look into this upcoming year, I am interested to see what reforms will come from our other learning. One 
with which I would like to challenge the congregation is our learning from Dr. DeFranza. In our desire to be a 
radically welcoming congregation, how can we continue to fully live into this mission. We need to explore our 
language, and how the welcome of “brothers and sisters” might exclude those who do not identify as part of the 
male-female binary. How can our “Men’s” and “Women’s” Ministries expand to intentionally welcome those 
who do not adhere to traditional gender norms or identities? I am interested in exploring with our Christian 
Education ministries, from the littlest in Godly Play to the oldest involved in our Senior Center, the language 
and practices that might exclude transgender or intersex individuals.

I write this article from a position of curiosity, without any judgment. Until I listened to Dr. DeFranza, I had not 
thought about these things. It is possible that in raising our awareness, we will discover there are a number of 
ways in which we welcome this type of diversity. However, we may find ways in which we unintentionally ex-
clude these people, and therefore must challenge ourselves to change. We are a Reformation congregation, part 
of a Church that seeks continual reformation. Let us continue to learn and raise our awareness of the need for 
reform. Then, let us continue to challenge ourselves to take action, using our learning to take the needed steps to 
create reform that leads to a more fully restored community of faith and people of God.

Adam Moreno
Pastoral Intern

The blessing of Dawn Mark
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Please keep up this great response. The books desired are:  
self-help books, devotionals, Afro-American history and 
people, as well as children and youth books that feature 
Afro-American figures.  

No books, please, that relate to any form of violence.  
There is a basket in the entrance area of the church to place 
your gifts.  

Thanks,
Fran Odden

Lovefeast
Lovefeast 2017 begins on Wednesday, November 29th 6-7pm and continuing for the next 
three weeks leading up to Christmas. It’s a fantastic worship experience with a huge meal 
served family style at table, glorious music and profound words.  

It’s also a huge undertaking and a great way to serve and have fun with friends old and 
new while setting the table, cooking, filling wine carafes and doing dishes.  We still need a 
few more “team captains”.  There are two captains for each date who will set the menu and 
assemble a team to make the magic happen!  

We still need one for November 29th and two for December 20th as well as a small army 
to help with all the facets of hosting a dinner for 80 people.  So, if you’d like to help, in 
any capacity, please contact Seth (seth@lakeparklutheran.com) to volunteer.

Saturdays of Service
    
The Saturdays of service leading up to Refor-
mation Sunday have been a great way to begin 
our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  

We’ve painted in the fellowship hall, gone 
through archive photos and crowd sourced more 
recent ones, printed them in black and white and 
framed and hung them in the fellowship hall to 
help tell the story of us to the hundreds of visitors 
each week that meet in that space.  

We’ve worked in Alice’s garden, helped with a 
walk, worked at JustOneMore, cleaned and organized the attic and helped some 
new friends study for their citizenship exam.

We provided hundreds of hours of service in both the wider community and ours and had the opportunity to spend some 
time working with each other…it was beautiful.

Prayer ribbons attached to the church lights 
for Reformation Sunday. Photo-Steffen Cave



	  

“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice, 
and serve others in our diverse parish.”

November 2017  VOLUME 91, NUMBER 11

Lake Park Lutheran Church
2647 N. Stowell Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
www.lakeparklutheran.com

A monthly publication of Lake Park Lutheran Church, 
an ELCA Congregation located on the East Side of 

Milwaukee, “called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate 
for justice and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Page 1
Page 8

 Our Church
Stewardship 2017-2018
Reform in Ourselves. Reform in Our Church.  Reform in Our World.

For the past two years Lake Park has engaged in an intensive self-study.  
We’ve conducted listening sessions, sent surveys, had town hall meetings staff 

interviews.  We are now at the final stages of our process. We are ready to call 

an Associate Pastor!  But the final step includes you. You’ve seen the fruit of this 

work in our Seven Saturdays of Service and our increased social justice ministry.

Now it is time to make our financial commitments for the 2018 budget year. 

Commitment Sunday is November 19th. Pledge cards and an Informational 

Brochure will be mailed out the week of Nov 5. Pledge Cards are also available 

online at lakeparklutheran.com, through our email link, or in the back of church 

on Sunday. You will also receive a full explanation of our financial plan in the 

mail so that you can see how your gift fits in to the larger picture.

Our church is a young church.  50% of our membership is below 49.  36% is below 20.  That is almost 

unheard of in city ELCA churches!  We are so fortunate.  But, we need strong staff leadership for our 

youth!

Luther Manor News - November 2017
Luther Manor’s Love Lights Fundraiser is in its 7th year  and has raised more 
than $20,000 in that time for programming and equipment, and residents who 
have outlived their financial resources.  Many thanks to you, Lake Park and 
the other community churches who have participated in this special fund-
raiser.    
So, here I am again collecting donations to beautify the outdoor tree in front 
of Luther Manor on 92nd St.  Your $5 contribution can be made in memory 
or honor of a loved one or someone who has inspired you in your life.  We all 
have friends and relatives that have given us inspiration to love and help oth-
ers in need.  You can also contribute $100 for a strand of lights.  Every light 
brightens someone’s heart as well as the street welcoming people inside and 
outside Luther Manor.  I know this  donation request is shortly after the Oc-
tober Luther Manor Membership Drive, but know your donation is a gift that will be well used by the Luther 
Manor Friends organization.  And I won’t be looking for any more contributions for Luther Manor this year!
The annual Tree Lighting will be held on Thursday, December 7, 2017 at 4:30PM in the Luther Manor Wel-
come Center on 92nd St.  You can enjoy a short service with songs and sharing indoors, or  dress warm for 
the outside sparkle when the hundreds of lights- is turned on-  sponsored by donors  including  you.   I will 
collect your donations following both Sunday services on November 12, 19 and 26, and December 3.  Feel 
free to contact me if you have additional questions.
Linda Gaalaas

Remembering All the Saints
In ancient Ireland Christian monastic communities 
would celebrate All Saint’s Day in early November.  
At that time the fog would move in off the bogs and 
carry the spirits of the dead, reminding the community 
of the mixture of heaven and earth, living and dead.

At Lake Park, in November, we remember the saints 
of the church.  We invite you to contribute your names 
of loved ones, light a candle in honor of their lives, 
and join us in a large celebration of All the Saints 
on November 5th at 8 or 10 or midweek worship on 
November 8th.

   “For All the Saints, who from their labors rest. . . alleluia, alleluia”

Clonmacnoise Abbey, Ireland      Photo-Ron Zeilinger 


