
	  

Lent at Lake Park
This Lent Lake Park will read together a book on biblical heroes.  Fools, Liars, Cheaters and Other Bible 
Heroes takes a look at biblical saints from the perspective of their humanity.  

Each chapter focuses on a different biblical character seen through the lens of their often broken humanity and 
how it is used by God to bring healing and salvation.  We will read the book together and then, each Wednesday 
Night in Lent we will engage one biblical hero along with our partners in ministry throughout Milwaukee.

The book can be purchased online or through our local Downer Bookseller, 
Boswell Books.  Just look for “Lake Park Book Club.”  If you’d like a free 
copy of the book, just talk to the staff and we’ll make sure you get one.

Lenten Midweek Worship

6:00 p.m  Conversation about the weekly biblical hero over soup and bread in 
the Chapel/Mary Martha Room.

We’ll start with conversation and move into a short midweek worship with 
guests throughout Lent.

Ash Wednesday.   Let My Prayer Rise Up as Incense Before You

Join us for worship this Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14th at noon or 7:00 p.m.

We enter Lent holding the 40th anniversary of Holden Evening Prayer as we 
sing it’s liturgy around the imposition of ashes.  
           

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mark your calendars!  The High School Summer Trip will be June 24th – July 1st.  Nikki, Sam and Anna are 
fast preparing our trip this year.  More info to come!

Want to go with the High School kids to support immigration reform?  Join Anna and the high school group as 
they attend the monthly Interfaith Prayer Vigils with Voces de la Frontera 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice, 
and serve others in our diverse parish.”
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Justice through the Teaching of Truth
By Daisy Kiekhofer
2017 Martin Luther King Essay Contest
(As published in Milwaukee Journal Sentinel)

My feet pound on the roads of Milwaukee. The roads are alive with truth, the truth that people once covered 
their ears to when it was spoken. The people of Milwaukee must realize that through the freedom to protest, 
with our words, we can achieve justice and provide decent education for every child! If we begin to realize how 
to achieve justice through truth, our world can change. People must stand up and use their power to speak the 
truth and protest against those who defy it. Equal education for all is an essential part for people to learn the 
truth of equality. 

When people are unin-
formed and uneducated 
they do not know the truth. 
In Charlottesville, Virginia, 
the white supremacist 
groups were uneducated 
and their words were 
untruthful. This resulted 
in hate and violence! This 
did not have to happen if 
they knew the truth that all 
people are created equal. 
Education can teach people 
the truth and stop other 
uneducated people from 
following the mistakes of 
the white supremacists. 

Martin Luther King Jr. explained, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that. ” Hateful words like ones spoken by white supremacist group members 
cannot fix our problems, but protesting and using the power of education and truth can. 

If truth is found through education and public school funding begins to be taken away, how can the people of 
my world speak the truth? I remember marching with my mother, grandmother, and sister down the streets of 
Milwaukee to make sure public schools get enough funding. The sign I made said, “I love my public school.” 
However, instead of the word love I used a heart. My heart and feet had been pounding since we had started 
marching because as I strode down those streets I began to see what a change we could make. The truth and 
power of protesting were flowing through my veins! My school deserves the funding to teach children the truth, 

all schools deserve funding to teach children the truth!

Martin Luther King Jr. marched, spoke, and dreamed of equality. I have marched for truth, I want to speak up 
for justice, and I dream of a world where my school can offer the opportunities children need to flourish no 

matter their race, religion, or financial class! In order to make this change I must continue to march strong and 

proud for what I believe in. I am going to march for the truth that needs to be heard, I am going to speak up 
because I will achieve justice, and I hope you will join me.  

Attendance:
Weekly average attendance through January 2017–192
Weekly average attendance through January, 2018–208

Acts of Ministry

No baptisms, marriages or new members 
welcomed in January 2018.
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February Birthdays
Feb 1 Alexandra Beyreis-Heim 
Feb 2 Michael Godfrey 
Feb 2 Jodie Mrotek 
Feb 2 Sophie Sepahpanah 
Feb 2 Cory Wanek 
Feb 3 Daniel Gill 
Feb 3 Eliana Guirau 
Feb 4 Sydney Jankuski 
Feb 5 Lennon Eshleman 
Feb 6 Alex Molnar 
Feb 6 Finn Wellhausen 
Feb 7 Tom Kautz 
Feb 7 Matt Severt 
Feb 8 Andrew Hayes 
Feb 8 Harrison Miller 
Feb 8 Edward Weiskotten 
Feb 9 Jessica Summerfield 

Feb 9 Solveig Thomas 
Feb 9 Judy Thorsheim 
Feb 10 Liz Cave 

Feb 23 Mary Schanning 
Feb 24 Mark Miller 
Feb 24 Richard Ohly 
Feb 26 Colin Landers 
Feb 26 Lucus McMahon 
Feb 26 Nina Whitsel 
Feb 27 Kaede Ishii Roos 
Feb 27 Sam Rappa 
Feb 27 Laurie Rappa 
Feb 27 Henry Seiler 
Feb 28 Viola Afdahl 
Feb 28 Delphine Afdahl 
Feb 28 Ryan Sneed 

Feb 11 David Diamond 
Feb 11 Emily Hauer 
Feb 11 Nolan Hooyer 
Feb 13 Sandra J. Christensen 
Feb 13 Jennifer Doering 
Feb 14 Wyatt Olson 
Feb 15 Luke Eshleman 
Feb 16 Matthew Schumwinger 
Feb 18 Mike Leonardson 
Feb 19 Julie Donner 
Feb 20 Ethan Beyreis-Heim 
Feb 20 Xavier Ludwig 
Feb 20 Claire Oberdeck 
Feb 21 Elijah Burns 
Feb 21 Ann Cook 
Feb 21 Elsie Peltonen 
Feb 22 Emerson Belleba 
Feb 22 Sam Cave 
Feb 22 Dorothy Kulke 
Feb 23 Ann Ledbetter 

Calling all musicians!
Join other Lake Park musicians as we play and sing 
Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus on Easter Sunday, 
April 1.  

Practice times will be announced later.  If you are 
interested, contact:

Charlotte Linberry (charlotte.linberry@gmail.com) 
or Laurie Rappa (laurie.rappa@gmail.com)

Calling All Men of Lake Park
Reserve the date for our annual Men’s Retreat.  We’ll 
venture away the night Friday April 13th - Saturday April 
14th. More information to come, but mark the calendars.  
Word has is that David Diamond is planning food to rival 
last year!



	  

The new year is often a time of reflection for many of us. The hustle and bustle of the holidays is be-
hind us, the weather often forces us to stay indoors, and we may find ourselves with just a little bit 

more time to reflect on the year that lays behind us.  As I look back on the council’s 2017, it seems to 

have gone by in a blur of activity.  

We took a good hard look at our staffing. We dove deep into our budget. We had long, hard conversations 

with each other and with all of you. We developed a strong, sustainable plan to bring an additional pas-
tor to our church to fortify what we already have and to take us in new and exciting directions. 

We took another good, hard look Lake Park Lutheran Church as we prepared our Ministry Site Pro-
file and held a couple of town hall meetings with our Bishop. We commissioned our Call Team whose 

work and leadership will take the abstract idea we’ve been working on and bring us the flesh and blood 

human being who will become an important part of our community in the very near future. We ran a 
very successful Stewardship campaign that has helped ensure that all of our ministries will continue to 
flourish in the years to come. We’ve done all of this, and more, because we love Lake Park, we believe 

we have something special here, and we want to share what we 
have and what we do with as many as possible. So, to my fel-
low council members, I want to say, “thank you”.  I think you 
should all be proud of all that you accomplished this past year.

We hardly did all of this alone, however.  All of the work we 
did as council last year would not have been possible without 
the love and support of all of you. All of this process, while 
necessary, has been slow, slower than any of us wanted. You all 
supported and encouraged us anyway. We’ve often disagreed 
on things. You all loved us and supported us anyway. We’ve 
needed help far beyond the members of the church council. 
You all stepped up and helped when and where it was needed.  
Your generosity of time, talent, treasure, and spirit is awesome 
and humbling. So to each and every one of you, I want to say, 
“thank you.”.I think you should all be proud of all that we’ve 
accomplished together this past year. 

As we look to 2018 and beyond, I hope you are all as encour-
aged and excited as I am. There are great things ahead for our 
church, so please keep your eyes and hearts open for great 
opportunities to help and to serve our church, our community, 
and our God. Thank you, again, for all that you’ve done, all that 
you do now, and all that you will do in the months and years to 
come.   

Peace,
Rob Roos  Page 3

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM
Phone: 414-962-9190

Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com

Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com

Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM

Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM

Church Council
Robert Roos, President

Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary

Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Shannon Fisher, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes
Erik Kulke, Ann Ledbetter, Leigh Anne Muller

Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger

Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor

Adam Moreno, Pastoral Intern
Steffen Cave, Communications Director 

& Office Manager

Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist

Charlotte Linberry, Choir Director
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator

Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian

Follow us on Facebook

#lakeparkmke

Council Corner



	  

Broken Heroes
By Pastoral Intern Adam Moreno

“Fools. Liars. Cheaters. Who would expect the likes of these to be invited to the heavenly banquet? But in his 
parable comparing the kingdom of God to a wedding feast, Jesus tells us that the king invited ‘both good and 
bad’ (Matthew 22:10). He not only invited people with social standing, but the poor, the disabled, and anybody 
else his servants could find. Quite an assortment of guests!” 
        From Fools, Liars, Cheaters, and Other Bible Heroes by Barbara Hosbach

In a couple short weeks, we will head into Lent and journey with Jesus to Jerusalem, shout Hosanna in praise, 
and share a holy meal with him. At times throughout this journey, we will boldly proclaim the coming of Christ 
like John and will be faithfully at Jesus’ side like Mary. However, there will be times throughout this journey 
that we will fall asleep, run away, and deny our Lord. We will reject the Light and hand over our teacher, as our 
shouts of praise turn into cries to “Crucify him!” 

A reality of our humanity that we explore in the season of Lent is 
that we are a fallen and broken people. We have come from dust 
and to dust we shall return. It makes sense that our Adult Educa-
tion series for Lent focuses on this reality...that we are fools, liars, 
and cheaters. Yet, in exploring Barbara Hosbach’s book in the 
coming weeks, we must not ignore the rest of the title...and other 
bible heroes. Upon first reading the full title, one might need to 

take a second look–Fools, Liars, Cheaters, and Other Bible 
Heroes.

It is in this title that a Gospel truth begins to be revealed. Yes, the 
Law reminds us of our failings, of our limitations, of our sinful-
ness. But the Gospel promise proclaims that even in our broken-
ness, God is at work, even in our darkness, the Light of Christ can 
shine. The bible is full of people who live in darkness, who make 
poor choices, who struggle to live as God’s chosen people. Yet, 
their brokenness does not stop God. In fact, it is often because of 
their brokenness that God chooses them, revealing God’s promise, 
presence, and power in and through unexpected people. It is this 
Gospel truth that can offer us courage and comfort as we boldly 
enter this Lenten season.

We are broken and living in darkness. Too often we are blind the Spirit of God in our lives and in the lives of 
others. Yet, like the fools, liars, and cheaters we will learn about in Adult Ed, God is still at work in us, in oth-
ers, and throughout our corrupt world. Let us not shy away from our fallen reality or try to sugarcoat our sinful 
nature. Lent is a reflective time to acknowledge of failures, admit our limitations, and confess our sins. We can 

undertake this difficult work with confidence, not in our own abilities or merit, but in the assurance that our 

journey with Christ does not end with us nailing him to the cross. Rather it continues to the empty tomb, where 
the Light conquers darkness, where we are restored, where we are made saints by the grace of God. 
As we head into Lent, we embrace that we are both sinners and saint, broken and yet restored, in darkness yet 
children of the Light. We are fools. We are liars, We are cheaters...yet, we are God’s beloved, called and em-
powered to be heroes in a world of need. 

“God is inviting us all, right where we are, right now.” ~ Barbara Hosbach

Prime Time Flex & Stretch
Dear St. Marks, Lake Park, Eastside Senior Services 
and Supportive Friends,

After a very productive couple meetings, we have deter-
mined that Friday, Feb 9th at 1pm will be our inaugural 
Prime Time Flex & Stretch, hosted at St. Mark’s in their 
main hall-thank you, St. Marks! After Feb 9th the class 
will most likely meet BI-WEEKLY, with a view to making it WEEKLY if we generate enough interest-and St. 
Marks doesn’t get too tired of us! I’m working on a flyer to share with you, so in the meantime, here’s a Top-10 

list about the class:

1) FREE: This is a free 1-hour class serving older adults, regardless of mobility or fitness level.

2) SELF-PACED: We will repeatedly stress the importance of going at your own pace and “modifying”. As 
previously stated, the main goal of this class is to help maintain or improve mobility, strength and stability so 
people are empowered do the things they need and want to do day-to-day. We will place extreme importance on 
slow, deliberate and self-paced movement, encouraging feedback to best inform our class designs and cater to 
people’s specific goals. As Jane from ESS and I discussed today, we will always encourage people to do what 

they are comfortable with: “If you can’t do something, do something!”
3) WHAT TO BRING: Participants will dress for a workout. Wear comfortable clothing and sneakers and bring 
a yoga mat and water bottle if you have them!
4) MUSIC: We’ll experiment with playing music and taking requests. All music will be at a moderate/low vol-
ume so people can clearly hear the instruction.
5) LIABILITY: Not always the easiest subject to broach, but I will be asking participants to submit a quick 
health history and sign a simple waiver. While I understand several classes around Milwaukee don’t do this (and 
I don’t anticipate any injuries to occur), neither myself nor St. Marks would be held responsible in the unlikely 
event that an injury occurs.
6) ACCESSIBILITY: There is wheelchair access at St. Marks. The regular (side) entrance from the parking lot 
has 4 easy indoor steps with railings. There is a ramp for those who may need it. Look for the red awning! (See 
attachment for a photo of the interior space)
7) TRANSPORTATION: For participants without access to transportation, Jane has confirmed we can utilize 

ESS transportation services, based on volunteer availability.
8) DONATIONS: Yes it’s free, but donations are always gratefully received! All donations will be put toward 
refreshments, procuring puzzle mats and paid to St. Marks and ESS to help towards the use of the space and 
services.
9) SOCIALIZING: Funding-dependent, we will offer tea and a healthy refreshment upon conclusion of the 
class. I estimate everything to be concluding around 2:30pm. I will also make sure we clean up!
10) SPECIAL GUESTS: I have some wonderful older adult black belt friends who would love to get involved, 
so we will be inviting guests to come as they are available to participate/lead some favorite stretches and exer-
cises!
 
In sum, I’M EXCITED (and perhaps a little nervous) for us to develop this into a sustainable offering! 
Thank you all so much for your welcome reception to this project as we’ve worked through its inception phase. 
I’d love to hear all your feedback, ideas and suggestions, so please do share your thoughts with me!  
 
Peace,
Steffen  Cell: 303-263-1688           
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What a Great Transfiguration 
Sunday!
Lake Park welcomes Professor Deanna A. Thompson to 
Lake Park on Feb. 11th.

Deanna A. Thompson is professor of religion at Hamline 
University in St. Paul and author of Crossing the Divide:  
Luther, Feminism, and the Cross;  Hoping for More: 
Having Cancer, Talking Faith and Accepting Grace.  

Her new book The Virtual Body of Christ in a Suffering 
World focuses on how a digital world and how it could 
actually bring us closer to one another and show us more 
deeply the incarnation.

Deanna is in town to work with Jennifer Dragseth at 
Mt. Mary University for the weekend and we’ve invited 
her to preach, share her book, and lead us in a deeper 
conversation on what the digital world is doing to our 
understanding of the Body of Christ.  Don’t miss worship 
at 8 or 10.  Professor Thompson will be speaking on her 
book at 9:00 a.m. in the Mary Martha Room.
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Knit Night
Since I will be out of town February 1 and have another 
commitment on February 8, Knit Night for February 
(only) has been moved to February 15.  
Thank you, Linda Galaas

Be the church!  Get involved

Gals’ Night
These are the dates for the next few months:

February 13 at 6:30 at Eastcastle Place: 
    Valentine Celebration
March 13 at 6:30 at Thea Kovac’s home: 
    Watercolor Painting Party
April 24 at 6:30 at Laura Severson’s home: 
    Book Discussion:“The Faith Club” by Tanya Tabari

More details to follow, Linda Galaas

“Feast for the Eyes” 
Transfiguration Sunday
Have you created visual art that you’d 
like to share?  On February 11 we will 
display art from the congregation and 
would love to have your piece (or pieces) included. Con-
tact Seth or Cheryl Walker about displaying your art. 
Bring your work to church by 9:30am, February 11 with 
a note card with your name, title of the piece, and other 
information you’d like to share with the work. 
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Martin Luther King Jr. marched, spoke, and dreamed of equality. I have marched for truth, I want to speak up 
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