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“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice,
and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Here is a typical weekend at Lake Park. . .

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible Camp June 18-22
High School Trip June 24-30

Thursday - Major all Synod Assembly organized by Lake
Park Staff. Bishop Medardo Gomez of the Salvador Synod in
town and hosted by Lake Park People.
Friday - Lake Park Musicians lead at regional Synod Assembly. New Pastor, Alissa Kretzmann Farrar, joins Lake Park
Staff and delegates at all day Synod Assembly. Pastoral
Intern Adam Moreno leads a resolution on LGBTQI advocacy
and inclusion for the entire region of churches.
Saturday - Tanzanian Bishop Elias Kitoi Nasari leads worship
at Lake Park with Pastor Ed Weiskotten and Pastor David at
Shauna and Kevin’s wedding at 1pm. Shauna is Ed’s granddaughter. Synod Assembly Continues
Sunday - Grand celebration for Pastoral Intern Adam
Moreno, Pastor Alissa officially joins us for Sunday Morning.
Big brat Party Outside on the Lawn after Worship
Monday - Double Ordination Service for Alissa and Kevin
hosted by Lake Park with Bishop Paul Erickson and dozens
of local clergy. Lake Park musicians and pastors to host. Big
reception to follow.
Three Days. . . basically a normal weekend at Lake Park.
Peace,
Pastor David
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Hard Goodbye, Yet Connected In Love
Pastoral Intern Adam
Goodbyes can be hard...it is the simple, but difficult truth
about loving, yet needing to leave. I suppose, the only way to
avoid such hard goodbyes is by never loving or never leaving.
From my first day as a pastoral
intern at Lake Park, neither
was an option. It was always the plan that I would have to
leave. By definition, a two-year internship ends after two
years. Of course, we know that it needs to end. I have learned
so much, I have grown in my pastoral leadership and identity,
and I feel confident that I am ready to take the next steps in
my pastoral journey. I need to say goodbye and leave, so that
I can begin my ministry as a first-call pastor within a new
congregation to which God is leading me. I was never going to
be able to stay forever.
Then there is loving...that was always going to happen, too.
I can claim that I didn’t know if I would love Lake Park or
pretend that I worried whether Lake Park would love me...but
the truth is, I knew love would be an essential part of our time
together. It needed to be at the center of our relationship,
because it is in love that God is revealed.
I pray that each person at Lake Park had an opportunity to experience God in and through my love for you, for
the work I was doing, and for all of Lake Park. And I hope everyone at Lake Park knows the love I have felt in
return, that I experienced God in and through the love Lake Park shown me. From the fun and fellowship of
retreats and parties to the trust and openness expressed in times of difficulty and loss. From joining me in the
silly songs sung on Camp Sunday to the many heartfelt prayers offered to help me through my final papers and
projects. Lake Park, you have revealed God to me in deep and meaningful ways.
As I say goodbye, I know that this won’t be the last time I see most of you. In fact, I’ll be back for my ordination
at Lake Park on Sunday, July 8th at 2pm. Everyone is invited, and I hope to see many of you there. No, this isn’t
a forever goodbye, but it is a goodbye to our current relationship, our way of walking with each other is going
to be different. Things are going to change, things need to change. Lake Park is ready to embrace a new pastor,
and I am sure Alissa will feel just as loved as I have. I need to embrace a new congregation and know that I will
come to love them as dearly as I love you. While some things need to change as we say goodbye, know that our
love for each other need not change. Love spans time and distance. We may go a long time without seeing one
another in person, but the Spirit will keep us connected. As you pray on a Sunday morning, know that I will be
praying, as well. As you gather around the table, know that I am being fed by the Lord’s meal, too. As you share
the peace, know that the peace of the Lord that is with you is also with me. And when I come back, every now
and then, whether stopping by a Midweek service, coordinating a fun event between our youth groups, or
filling in on a Sunday at worship, know that we will embrace once again, reminded of the loving relationship we
share, remembering beautiful memories our time together, and always knowing that in God, we are one and
nothing will separate us from that Love of God made known in Christ Jesus revealed through the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. God bless and goodbye, my dear, loving Lake Park family.
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Yoga offerings at Lake Park
Yoga classes are offered June through August

Story Time Yoga
Selected Sundays 11:45 am -1 pm (see LPLC Calendar)
“Story Time Yoga is an active children’s yoga class that will engage kiddos to explore their imagination and creative sides. The teacher and
children work together to read and create stories that align with yoga
poses and sequences. This non-competitive environment will open a
new door of exercise, relaxation, and relationship building for children.
It is intended for ages 3-6. While the kiddos practice in one room, parents and guardians get a break to walk around the block, run a quick
errand or socialize with other adults in another room!”
First Child: $12/class
Sibling: $8 each/class

Hatha Vinyasa Yoga
Tuesdays 5-5:45 pm
“Stoke your internal fire and create your own calm with Zen Gen Yoga’s
signature Hatha Vinyasa Flow allowing you to focus on your breath
while quieting your mind. Building off the Sun Salutations, this class
will balance movement with stillness and strength with stretching offering modifications and amplifications along the way making the flow
accessible to any experience level.”
$15/class

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM
Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: office@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com
Sunday Schedule
Worship 8AM & 10AM
Education for All Ages 9AM
Coffee & Conversation 11AM
Church Council
Robert Roos, President
Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary
Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Shannon Fisher, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes
Erik Kulke, Ann Ledbetter, Leigh Anne Muller
Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger
Church Staff
Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor
Adam Moreno, Pastoral Intern
Steffen Cave, Communications Director
& Office Manager
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist
Charlotte Linberry, Choir Director
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian
Follow us on Facebook

#lakeparkmke
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Adult Ed In Review
Our Conversations and Goals Related to the Digital World
By Ann Ledbetter
Greetings in Christ! Sunday, May 13 was the last day of a six session Adult Education series called “The Virtual
Body of Christ: Living Out the Gospel in a Technological Age.” We were inspired to talk about this subject
more after theologian Deanna Thompson, author of “The Virtual Body of Christ In A Suffering World,” visited
our church to discuss her experience of going from a self-proclaimed “digital skeptic” to someone who embraces the virtual world, following her diagnosis with breast cancer.
During these six weeks, we have had lively conversations about some of our joys and sorrows as we see
the world transforming to one where a large part of communications take place on-line. As Christians, we
struggle to know our role in this exciting, and sometimes scary world. Here are some of the main themes that
came out:
1. Many of us are still skeptical of the digital world. Some feel that it undermines personal interaction and
leads to more shallow relationships. We also worry about our youth not obtaining the skills necessary to be
present to others, because they are so often busy participating in the digital world. We worry that our elderly
are often left out or isolated because they are not as included in this “Virtual World.”
2. We feel that online forums (social media, email, snapchat, etc.) make angry, sarcastic and mean-spiritedness all too easy! We unanimously thought that interacting in the virtual world still requires Christian values.
We came up with some good examples of people who use online forums to also spread messages of love,
acceptance and beauty.
3. We loved the “THINK” acronym that Adam Moreno introduced us to, which he uses with youth. It is a
reminder that anything we say on social media, etc., should still be “Thoughtful, Helpful, Inspirational, Necessary and Kind.” While he trains students to think about these things before posting, we acknowledged that a
lot of adults also need to learn these lessons when interacting online.
4. The message of Deanna’s book, and one we take to heart, is that Christians must always stay aware of the
marginalized. This means people who are suffering, sick, elderly, isolated, etc. Using virtual tools, such as
Meal Train, Caring Bridge, GoFundMe, and the Church Community Builder, can be a good way to reach out to
those in need.
While our conversations were meaningful and wonderful, we feel like
we left the group with even more questions! For example, how should
an intergenerational church use virtual tools in a way that reaches out
to those in need without excluding others who don’t have access or
don’t want to participate in the virtual world? How do we model appropriate use of technology for our youth? How do we provide them
with Christian guidance when half the time we don’t even know what
they’re doing online? What tools can help us in this uncharted territory where so much of our lives taking place online? We expressed a
desire to create an “LPLC Use of Technology Manifesto” where we could
share our ideas, values and aspirations. Anyone who would like to help
create this is welcome! Please speak with Ann Ledbetter or Lisa Vedder.
Thanks!
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Council Corner
We have voted. We have decided. That is what Church Councils and Congregations of the ELCA do.
And, at Lake Park, we plan celebrations.
We celebrate and honor our intern Adam on Sunday, June 3, 2018, for the precious two years that he has
been with us. Lake Park will host Adams Ordination July 8, 2018. We are grateful for his presence and
incredible gifts.
We look forward to our newly elected Associate Pastor, Alissa Kretzmann Farrar’s ordination on Monday,
June 4, 2018. Alissa and her husband Kevin will be ordained at Lake Park at 6:30 p.m. that evening.
Council Members Unchu Ko and Matt Schumwinger, along with the Lake Park Personnel Oversight Group,
will walk with Alissa to implement integration of youth, family, and cross generational ministry. Rob
Roos,
Shannon Fisher, and a person from the Diversity Task Force will be in liason with the Synod offering Best
Practice Support for Alissa.
Alissa will be joining the Council in June. At this time, she will be introduced to the Council Members. At
the meeting there will be a presentation from the Diversity Task Force. Seth Kiefer will provide an update
on the application process for a grant available through the Lilly Endowment. Erik Kulke and Nikki Jaynes
will lead a review of the Child Safety Policy for implementation or changes.
Charlotte Linberry, and Ron Zeilinger will represent Lake Park as voting members at the Synod Conference
May 31, - June 2, 2018. The Council voted and approved them. Representatives to the Synod Conference
will be elected next year at Lake Park’s Annual Meeting.
As God leads us, the Holy Spirit sustains and guides us.
On our way rejoicing,
Melanie Helmke

Vacation Bible Camp: June 18-22 9am-noon!
This year we are again offering this amazing VBC experience free of charge, because we feel the opportunities, the fun, the service projects, the games, the stories and the friendships should be open to all 1st
through 5th graders! Because we know this will be such a great time, we are encouraging you, the parent,
to spend one day with your child at camp! See what VBC is all about, and share this meaningful and fun
experience!
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Be the church, get involved
A morning at the Jericho walk. . .
Our Lake Park Journey with immigrants in our congregation and out holds many opportunities for
support and prayer. Last Thursday morning I joined Kendra for the Jericho walk. The Jericho walk is a
quick (20 minutes) walk and prayer outside the Department of Homeland Security offices at 321 Knapp at
9:00 a.m. every Thursday. We prayed this prayer “Dear God, you are a God of love and you call us to loveand to take care of each other so that we can build a society of love, peace, and justice. In this
country founded on principles of liberty and justice, millions of our brothers and sisters live under laws
that discriminate against them. Millions of our families are divided and separated. . . “
As we prayed I thought of so many of you who are divided from loved ones because of such laws. I
thought of the dozens of hours in conversation with you. I thought of the many letters and depositions
I’ve made for you and your families. On a gorgeous Milwaukee morning I felt grateful for you, that you
trust us and your church with such tender things, but I also felt profoundly sad, sad that we still have so
much work to do.
Join me or Kendra or other members of church on a random Thursday at 9:00 a.m. if you’d like to walk.
It is a simple and powerful reminder in our city of how large God’s family truly is.
Pastor David

LPLC Partnership Update
While Lake Park is involved with Alice’s Garden,we also have been involved with the Kids Working
To Succeed (KWTS) program at All People’s Church, our partner congregation.
During the spring and summer, the KWTS program grows their own garden.
You can participate in one of two ways. One would be on the day the kids work
and involves both working wth the kids and making and bringing ‘bag lunches’ for the them.
The second is working an hour or two with other adults on the days the kids don’t work.
The work always takes place in the morning. You can come as an individual, with friends or family.
The dates are: May 26; June 4,6,8,11,13,15,20,22,25, 27,29;
July 6,11,13,18, 20,25,27.
If interested contact either Fran Odden 414-228-6755 or, Seth at church 414-962-9190
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Celebrating all our musicians!
Come celebrate the start of summer (and end of the official
choir and handbell seasons) with a cookout at Laurie Rappa’s
house!
Everyone who participated in music this year is welcome to
attend!
Date: Wednesday, June 13
Time: 5:30 pm
Location: 316 Riverview Dr., Thiensville
RSVP: To Laurie, laurie.rappa@gmail.com

Acts of Ministry
Davila Baptism, May 6
Borresen Baptism, May 13
Clarey Baptism & Affirmation of Baptism
for Daisy, Izzy, Odin & Andy, May 20

Ladies Looking for fun & fellowship?

Lawn games, the main dish and drinks will be provided!
Please bring a dish to pass.
See you on the 13th (and before)!
Laurie
Weekly Attendance:
through May 2017: 251
through May 2018: 236

Add to your June calendar our next
Gal’s Night on Tuesday 6/12/18 at
6:30 at the Estabrook Beer Garden
in Estabrook Park.
We hope that our new Pastor Alissa
Kretzmann Farrar will be able to join
us for refreshments, German music
and stories as we enjoy the extended
daylight hours of summer.
The website is:
estabrookbeergarden.com
Contact Linda Gaalaas if you have
questions.

June Birthdays
1 Gerry Gabor
3 Bobbi Zeise
4 Judy Spencer
5 Kristy Afdahl
5 Liam Schlarb
6 Gabriella Heinemann
6 Will Olson
6 Kyle Shephard
7 Laura Kuntz
7 Courtney Nelson
7 Bruce South
8 Pat Hutchinson
10 Barbara Ulichny
11 Radley Hlavac
11 Adam King
12 Dennis Lowder
12 Margaret Rappa

13 Pamela Brown Stace
14 Laura Bray
15 Nathan Frohne
15 Audrey Hutchinson
15 Ethan Visoky
16 Gibson Glocke
16 Kirsten Roush
18 Scott Drewianka
18 Ava Hayes
18 Loren Peterson
19 Brenda Lee Holmes
19 Edgar Kulke
19 Isaiah Mueller
20 Aaron Harder
21 Luella Holtz
21 Sara Lasek
22 Chris Hanson
Page 7

22 Samuel Krajnak
22 Carter Miller
23 Ira Kindkeppel-Longden
23 Cheryl Kingma-Kiekhofer
23 Matthew Siahaan
23 Lynda South
23 Pam Swanson
23 Nikki Winchell
24 Suanne Weckesser
24 Gina Wheeler
26 Selah Bray
26 Ben Gross
26 Jenny Gubbin
28 Kristin Daniel
28 Leo Schumwinger
30 Michael Landers

Lake Park Lutheran Church
2647 N. Stowell Avenue
Milwaukee WI 53211

www.lakeparklutheran.com
A monthly publication of Lake Park Lutheran Church,
an ELCA Congregation located on the East Side of
Milwaukee, “called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for
justice and serve others in our diverse parish.”

High School Trip 2018!
Social Revolution Summer Trip!
Sunday, June 24th – Saturday, June 30th
Have you noticed the radical leadership of our high school kids? They are
into everything. Lucia is leading marches. Kade is going into the military.
Mollee is dismantling systemic racism. Daisy is a published activist. Our kids
are doing great things in our society. They are buzzing with activity.
For our summer trip we’ll embrace that.
We’re going on a pilgrimage of spiritual social
revolutionaries!
Our Lake Park kids will travel to 5 different spiritual/social sites in the upper Midwest to learn from other spiritual leaders how
to truly change the world for the next generation. In the process they’ll learn to love and support one another in the great work
they are doing. Leaving on Sunday, June 24th, we’ll travel together to learn about Green Farms and Sustainable Agriculture, Solar
Energy and a new Renewable World, International Advocacy and How to Build a New City, Healing Racism and Bringing Communities together and Environmental Advocacy and Sustainability. Through meeting with real faith leaders in Madison, Minneapolis, La Crosse, Duluth and Ashland, we’ll see what they do and be inspired by what inspires them.Along the way we’ll have crazy
fun and learn to find God in the wild mix of each other. And, of course, we’ll end the trip here in Milwaukee with a Summerfest
Party! Cost for the trip is $300.
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