Our Church
“We are called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for justice,
and serve others in our diverse parish.”

Stewardship for 2019
Stories of Calling
Called to Presence, Called to Serve, Called to Action
“My hope is for Lake Park to be the calm in the center of the storm for all of us. When the world is pulling us in
diﬀerent directions, Lake Park reminds me that God is there to nurture our spirit and our soul.”
- Rob Roos, Council President.

So how do we do that? First and foremost, be present. Come to worship with us, whether it’s at the 8:00, the
10:00, or the mid-week service. We want to see you. We want to hear you. We want to love you. We want to
build community with you. I know it is busy, but come!
Get involved! Take a look at the volunteer handbook that you will receive in the mail next week, ﬁnd an opportunity for serving that calls to you, and give it a try.
Give us your support! We are doing a great job with our three year ﬁnancial plan. In only one year of work on
it, we are already ahead of our three year projections. But we need you to ﬁnish it. Next week you’ll receive
details on our goals and how you can help achieve them. Read the letter and email, return your pledge card on
Nov. 18th. Consider an increase to help us be a community that pulls us together in times that seem so intent
on pulling us apart.

SAVE THE DATES!
Nov. 5-10- Stewardship Mailing
Nov. 10- Women’s Circle
Nov. 15- Advent Family Night
Nov. 17- Young Adult GroupFriendsgiving
Nov. 18- Return pledge card
Nov. 24- Thanksgiving Eve
Service At St. Mark’s
Nov. 28- Guys Night
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Lutheran Politics By Pastor David
Lutherans have a diﬀerent view of politics than most Christians in America. We have never believed that God wants us to have a Lutheran, or
even a Christian, country. Lutherans believe that God works in, with,
and under the world. God works in government. But God doesn’t have
to have that work called “Christian” or “Lutheran” in order to be God’s
work. Sometimes, Luther famously said, a non-Christian does more
good works in government than a Christian ever could.
And so, as Lutherans, when we vote, we have never looked for our votes
to go to someone who simply calls themselves Christian. We’ve always
looked toward the deeper fruits of their works. Does a candidate care
for the poor? Does a leader put their own self-centered needs second
to the needs of others? Does someone care for the foreigner, the immigrant, the outcast, like Jesus did? Does someone use their power to uplift
the weak and the voiceless?
Lutherans believe that God works in the world through government. Taxes were, historically, the best way for Lutherans to care for the poor. A Lutheran voter does not complain about taxes. A Lutheran voter might complain
about how any leader spends tax dollars. But they don’t complain about using the government as a means to care
for all in a democracy. The idea of democracy itself started in post-reformation lands.
Personal charitable giving was important, to be sure, but the most eﬃcient and most democratic way to care
for all people in a society was to pay taxes. The historical roots of this play out in our way of holding giving as
Lutherans. We are not big on celebrating individual givers with grand names on buildings or huge thank yous in
front of church. “Be humble, pay your taxes, don’t complain about sharing your wealth.” These are all familiar
Lutheran phrases. That’s why we don’t publish our pledged giving and that’s why we don’t make a big deal about
charitable gifts. Often times the most generous Lutheran is the one who never says a thing, because giving is not
about personal fame or recognition, it is about caring for others.
When we believe ﬁrmly, as Lutherans, that all people are graced and
loved and saved by God, it frees
us from ourselves. It frees us to
love others in a selﬂess way. It
also frees our vote. It frees us to
vote thinking not of ourselves, but
of the needs of others. Put more
simply; God does not need your
vote. You do not need your vote.
Your neighbor in need, needs your
vote. As a Lutheran, vote for them.
That’s Lutheran politics.
Pastor David Dragseth
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Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Children, Family and Youth Ministry
Lake Park has faith formation and programming for children and youth of all ages!
Family Ministry Events
On November 15th, join us for an Advent Family Night from 5:30-7:00pm. We’ll hear some stories, do a simple
craft, and learn what Advent is all about. This event will include a simple dinner and is geared towards families
with young children.
Stepping Stones Sunday School (age 3 and under)
Our Stepping Stones Sunday School program is designed especially to meet the unique needs of our preschool
children and little ones as they begin their faith formation. New children are always welcome and parents are
welcome to join their children in this classroom!
Godly Play Sunday School (4K- 5th grade)
Godly Play is a Montessori based Sunday School curriculum which engages children in the stories of the Bible
through story-telling and play. Godly Play takes place every Sunday in between worship services. New children
are always welcome, register on the website!
Middle School Faith Formation (6-8th grade)
Middle School Faith Formation is a time of bible study, conversation and fellowship on Sunday mornings from
9:00-10:00am. This month our Middle Schoolers also baked treats for our Pet Blessing and prepared and performed a skit for Reformation Day! Way to go Middle Schoolers!
Conﬁrmation (7-8th grade)
The Conﬁrmation youth had a wonderful Fall Party where they explored the UWM campus on a photo scavenger
hunt and got to “pie” Pastor Alissa in the face! Conﬁrmation youth, we’ll gather for Conﬁrmation on November
7th. On November 29th we’ll be spending the evening cooking a meal for Corner House and worshipping with
the Corner House students.
High School Youth Group (9-12th grade)
The High School Youth Group is gathering for a Fall Retreat on November 2-3rd. They will be exploring the theme
of “prayer.” Our November Youth Group gathering will be on the 7th and we’ll be going for coﬀee after worship
on November 11th and 25th.
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Worship
Worship Schedule
As the leaves fall from the trees and the sky hangs low with fog and clouds, heaven and earth are closer together
in November. At church we honor this move by remembering the saints and building toward the a time when
God makes us all one.

Sunday, Nov. 4th All Saints For all the saints. . . join us for worship Sunday, Nov. 4th, as we celebrate All Saint’s
Day. We’ll read the names of our loved ones who’ve died. We’ll celebrate all the baptisms of this past year and
we’ll light candles to remind us that, in God, all living.
Sunday, Nov. 11th 32nd Sunday after Pentecost. Pastor Alexis Joins us and talks about the widow’s oﬀering.
Sunday, Nov. 18th 33rd Sunday after Pentecost. Trevor Gustafson is baptized and Pastor Alissa preaches on

stewardship and Jesus’ words on how to approach tumult in the world. Pledge Cards and Volunteer sign ups are
due.

Sunday, Nov. 25th Christ the King Sunday. We celebrate a baptism with the Brewers and mark the end of the

church year with Christ the King Sunday.

Looking forward to Advent and Christmas...
Participate in the Christmas Eve Service!

The Christmas Eve service at Lake Park Lutheran Church is a beloved service with participation from all ages in
song and drama! Our children and youth play an especially big role in the pageant. If you or your child would
like to participate by contributing to the music or drama of the Christmas Eve service, please submit a participation form. Forms are loated in CCB or can be accessed here: https://lakeparklutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/
forms/39/responses/new

Advent Family Night, November 15th

Join us for an Advent Family Night on November 15th from 5:30-7:00pm. We’ll get ready for Advent together by
hearing some stories, doing a simple craft and learning what Advent is all about. This event will include a simple
dinner and is geared towards families with young children but is open to all!

Advent Wreath Making, December 2nd

After worship on December 2nd, we’ll be preparing for Advent together by making Advent Wreaths (LOGS???).
This is a great opportunity for families to make something together that they can use throughout the Advent
season at home!

Christmas Decorating and Caroling, December 9th

After worship on December 9th we’ll be decorating the Christmas tree and then going caroling. Please mark
your calendar to join us for a festive afternoon of Christmas cheer!

Christmas Open-House, December 14th

Mark your calendars for the annual Christmas Open-House! This party will be held at the Dragseth home and
hosted by the Lake Park staﬀ. All are welcome!

Lovefeast, December 5th, 12th & 19th

Join us for what has become a much loved Lake Park tradition. We’ll dine, sing and worship all at one massive
table that spans the back of the Mary & Martha Room to the front of the chapel. Come!
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Ministry Updates
Young Adult Group

A new group for Young Adults has formed at Lake Park! The group is for people aged 18-35+. Our next gathering will be on November 17th for a Friendsgiving at church from 4:00-6:00pm. Contact Becca or Charlotte
Linberry for more information: rebecca.linberry@gmail.com or charlotte.linberry@gmail.com.

Water Commons

The Milwaukee Water Commons is now a 501c3!
Four Years ago Lake Park helped found the Milwaukee Water Commons, a coalition of artists, business leaders, professors, community and faith leaders. We wanted to truly make our city of Milwaukee a “water city”
for everyone. The MWC has grown to thousands of volunteers and a budget of over ½ a million dollars. It is
also gathering international recognition as a new way of doing community advocacy. This Fall MWC oﬃcially
became a 501c3 Non-Proﬁt organization and Pastor David was elected Secretary. Look for more updates on
Water School, Clean Water initiatives, Blue and Green Jobs, and Water Swims in the future!

Women’s Circle Events

Our November Women’s Circle event is a service project at Mt Hope Lutheran Church in West Allis. Pat
Hutchinson volunteers there and suggested we help their church members to organize clothing that is then
donated to needy families. We will work from 9am to 1pm Saturday, 11/10/18. The address is: 8633 West
Becher St. I was a former member of Mt Hope during my 30+ years working for the West Allis School District,
so I am very familiar with the area. I will gladly carpool from the East Side for any others interested in joining
me. It might be a good opportunity to bring your kids to both help and see us “in action” as Lake Park members. Contact me if you have any questions!

Active Adults
Thank you to Alice Horton for showing her DVD on her trip to Greece. Thanks also to Lolly and Laverne talking
about some of Lolly’s sculptures! We learned some very interesting tales of Milwaukee history. Join us for our
next gathering on November 6th to hear Linda Gaalaas play Christmas tunes for us in the Chapel and on Nov
20th, we’ll take a short trip to the Urban Ecology Center (meet at church at 11:15 that day).

Luther Manor News

The Annual Love Lights Campaign oﬀers Lake Park Members an opportunity to donate $5 for each sparkling
light which will brighten the large evergreen tree on 92nd St in front of Luther Manor. I will collect your contributions in late November and early December.
The program on December 6 is very special, and residents, staﬀ and others from the Friends of Luther Manor
Churches attend. Those people participating in the service inside stay warmer(!), but it is exciting to join the
outside group as the tree suddenly comes alive with lights, demonstrating the love of others. Contact Linda
Gaalaas if you have questions.

Page 5

Pastor Alexis to Preach at Lake Park Nov. 11th
Two years ago Pastor Alexis
joined Lake Park on a part-time
basis. At the time she was exploring a new role as Coordinator of
the Chaplaincy Program for the
Salvation Army. In that emerging role Pastor Alexis created a
new police/community liaison
ministry where pastors would
help build community relations
and serve as ﬁrst responders for
those in need. With Lake Park’s
support, the chaplaincy program
became full-time last year and
we were blessed to send Pastor Alexis oﬀ into that ministry.
Join us Nov. 11th as we welcome
back Pastor Alexis and hear more
about the fruits of this new community/police ministry.

Council Corner
Council Retreat and Fall Stewardship!
Oct. 24th marked our council retreat as we gathered to set priorities for the coming year. We
started with a discussion of national church
trends and compared them to Lake Park’s involvement. We noticed an increase in membership
and volunteer involvement, but also saw how
national trends on church attendance are also affecting Lake Park. Everyone is so busy! Everyone
is scattered! And while our trends, at Lake Park,
have led to growth (diﬀerent than the national
ELCA which is in decline), we are also struggling
to unify or get everyone to move together. We
then did a bible study on talents and then had
a conversation about priorities and how we, as
leaders, could help focus various initiatives on
immigration, Ethnic and Diversity Task Force, and
Eco-Justice. We also reviewed our stewardship
goals in conjunction with our three year plan for
sustainability with our new staﬀ.
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Ministry Acts & Attendance

November Birthdays
1
1
1
3
3
3
3
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
8
8
10
10
11
11
13
13

Caroline Gienapp
Erik Kulke
Laura Ristucci
Eloise Atkinson
Bill Hutchinson
Malle Vaarsi
Jonathan Yates
Christiana Mooney
Megan Olson
Soﬁa Anton
Vicki Davis Davila
Catherine Eastham
Elliana Kautz
Ashley Keenan
Katie Wiemer
Logan Hammer
Krista Ludwig
Evan Mrotek
Rachel Tease
Ryan Empey
Randy Nelson
Laura La Rose
Evelyn Landers
Jeoﬀ Begin
Barton Smith
Theresa Lowder
Erin Maas

13
13
14
14
15
18
18
19
20
21
21
21
21
21
21
23
23
23
23
23
25
25
26
26
29

Eli Peterson
Lisa Spencer
Sylvia Damm
Jennifer Hayes
Nina Kohl
Isaiah Peterson
Stephen Zick
Jessica Landers
Evelyn Lanman
Nolan Birkenbach
Madelyn Brown
Chris Gross
Jonathon
Heinemann
Jay Sorensen
Anthony Yates
Amanda Betette
Olive Lanman
Travis Leonardson
Jack Newstead
Stella Sun
Shanan Borresen
Ayden HaaseHightire
George Betette
Peter Hinow
Megan Mc Mahon

Mark your calendars for the annual Christmas
Open-House at the Dragseths’!

Friday, December 14th

Attendance/ Acts of Ministry
Ave through Nov 2018: 209
Ave through Nov 2017: 219
Acts of Ministry: Fung Baptism 10/28

Stay Connected!
Contact Us

Oﬃce hours: Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM
Phone: 414-962-9190
Email: oﬃce@lakeparklutheran.com
Website: www.lakeparklutheran.com
Follow us on Facebook: @LakeParkLutheran

Sunday Schedule

Worship 8AM & 10AM
Education for All Ages 9AM
Coﬀee & Conversation 11AM

Church Council

Robert Roos, President
Jason Parry, Vice President
Unchu Ko, Secretary
Mary Jo Heim, Treasurer
Shannon Fisher, Melanie Helmke, Nikki Jaynes
Erik Kulke, Ann Ledbetter, Leigh Anne Muller
Lisa Reinhardt, Matt Schumwinger

Church Staﬀ

Rev. David Dragseth, Pastor
Rev. Alissa Kretzmann Farrar, Pastor
Steﬀen Cave, Communications Director
& Oﬃce Manager
Seth Kiefer, Volunteer Coordinator
Laurie Rappa, Organist
Charlotte Linberry, Choir Director
Chris Hanson, Music Coordinator
Ohly, Sexton
Sam Rappa, Groundskeeper
Reggie Jackson, Custodian
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Lake Park Lutheran Church
2647 N. Stowell Avenue
Milwaukee WI 53211

www.lakeparklutheran.com
A monthly publication of Lake Park Lutheran Church,
an ELCA Congregation located on the East Side of
Milwaukee, “called to proclaim the Gospel, advocate for
justice and serve others in our diverse parish.”

El Salvador Encuentro Trip
February 25th - March 4th Lake Park will take
an all church delegation to our partner congregation of Llano el Cuyol in El Salvador. Talk to
Pastor Alissa or Kendra about that trip, if you’d
like to go! But before that trip, Kendra Stea,
David Walker, and Pastor David will also travel
to El Salvador for the International Partnership
Encuentro. Nov. 5th - 12th international partners will gather to discuss how best to support
and learn from the Lutherans in El Salvador. We
will discuss ministry funding, immigration, and
advocacy in communities. Lake Park will share
stories of our environmental work, hardware
store, and friendship in our partnership. Please
pray for the trip and oﬀer thanks for those who
contributed to make this journey happen.
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